First Congregational Church
of Braintree
““Notc jusc good works, buc God works!’*’
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DON°'T MICC THIC!

Miccion’s Minictry
Waffle Brunch

CQunday. April 11, 2010 BDU CH

11:00 a.m. (following morning worchip)

Menu ineludes:
Homemade wafflec
real maple cyrup. caucagee, bacon

fruit cup. date nut bread, coffee cake,
juice. and coffee

Quggested donation of ¢5.00 for adulte,
¢3.00 for children under 12

All proceeds to benefit the many mission
and outreach programs supported by
First Church.
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e Join us for these worship services as we enter the
: most holy week of our Christian calendar.
===, I Y
228 = =i~ Palm Sunday, March 28: 9:30 a.m.

}ﬁ"‘"ﬁm ' Maundy Thursday, April 1: 7:30 p.m.
Holy Weck X '
Easter Sunday, April 4: 9:30 a.m.

Reminder: There will be no Sunday School, but there will be nursery care, on Easter
Sunday. This allows our wonderful volunteers, and the children to worship in the sanctu-
ary with their families on the most joyous Sunday of the church year.

It was the first Easter. Jesus had been raised from the dead.

Wn‘#’:& Some of his followers had seen him and heard him. That after-
%W noon, walking toward Emmaus, Jesus joined two of his followers
< in conversation. Later, he sat down to eat with them. Not until

-L,?En:‘ then, when Jesus broke the bread, did they recognize him.
% Strangely enough, it was when Jesus did something, that they

T knew him.

Perhaps it is not strange, after all. Most of us know our Lord
most deeply by what he has done for us, and not principally by what he has said to us.
Jesus died for us! That is the towering message of the Bible. The Sermon on the Mount
and the parables are among the most exalted literature in the world. They are words,
however, not deeds. Jesus' death for our transgressions - this is the deed to dwarf all
deeds. Because of what happened on the cross, we know that Jesus loves us.

The Lord asks us to be his witnesses. This certainly means that we must use words to
tell about him. But it means more. Because we are his followers, we are to reach out to
people in love as Jesus did. We human beings are moved more deeply by acts of love than
by words of love.

The opportunity for witness lies in the most commonplace situations. Someone is lonely,
and we write a letter or make a phone call. Someone has lost a job, and we help him find
another. Someone is old and lives alone, and we bring a warm meal. Someone is lied
about, and we defend her. Someone is in jail, and we go to visit.

You and I are ordinary, everyday people. We remember that Jesus was too. He was a
young carpenter from a small town. Yet he was God come to earth. But he used all sorts
of common, ordinary, everyday places to reveal himself and his love, deeds of mercy
which finally brought him to the crowning deed, death for our salvation.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Dick

P 2
age First Congregational Church




From the Moderator:

We Start a Church
God is leading us toa new, ex-
citing adventure, which begins
now. It will be a journey of
faith. It will be a journey of
hope. In January, the Trus-
tees, instead of presenting us
with an annual budget, con-
tended that such an annual
budget would be impossible to
present as long as we contin-
ued with our practice of defi-
cit spending. The Trustees
told us that severe changes
must be made in our lifestyle
as a church if we were to go
on. Immediately, First Con-
gregational Church reaf-
firmed our commitment to re-
main together as a church
whatever the future brings.

We know that, nationwide,
80-90% of Protestant
churches are either in decline
or already closed. The
NACCC has already told us
that. The UCC confirms it.
The worship dynamic of the
1950's and 1960's holds no in-
terest to Christ-seeking indi-
viduals in this age of Face-
book, Twitter, and the Inter-

net. We cannot look back
anymore. Over the last
seven years, we have tried
growing the church in mostly
traditional ways, to little
success. Today, we are
faced with the prospect of
being a dying church and ac-
cepting it, being a surviving
church by continuing tradi-
tional efforts, or trying to
become a thriving church by
energizing a radical change.
Rev. Dale Hempen, director
of the Plymouth Association
of the UCC, has pointed us to
the model of Wollaston Con-
gregational Church. This was
a broken and dying church
that had dwindled down to
less than 25 members. They
were disorganized, demoral-
ized, and broke when Rev.
Mary Louise Gifford took it
over several years ago.
Through her efforts and en-
ergy, the church reinvented
itself and is now thriving.
With the consent and help of
their elder members, she fo-
cused on attracting young
families, with a young ap-
proach to worship. For those
interested in how she did
this, copies of her book, The
Turnaround Church, are cir-
culating around the congre-
gation.

By comparison, the
"Plymouth Congregational
Church of Brooklyn, NY Re-
covery Plan” that we have
been following for the last
four yours has achieved
many of the successes Rev.
Gifford instituted at Wol-
laston. We are organized,
with a strong rental income
base. We have a strong
commitment to our commu-
nity, its outreach and mis-
sions. We have become
trusting of one another,
united as a congregation,
and united in Christ. And
we are united in the deter-
mination, as a congregation,
that we will not give up. All
that we are missing is
growth and appeal to young
families. God is leading us
in a different direction.

As our membership has
dwindled, we have ap-
proached the model of a
“starter church.” That is,
the kind of church a young
Pastor recently out of semi-
nary would take on and
grow. This is a Pastor who
can relate to young families,
with children in the commu-
nity schools, and who can
appeal to those searching
for Christ in the Twitter

(Con finved on page 4)
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(Con finved from page 3)

age. This is a Pastor who
has been trained by Semi-
I nary in growing new

churches out of old build-
ings. This is a Pastor who
has been trained for a new
age of worshipping Christ.
If indeed First Congrega-
tional Church is now a
“starter church,” then the
only sensible next step is
to"start a church” at
First Congregational
Church.

Over the past several
weeks, the Trustees, Di-
aconate, Church Clerk, and
myself met with Pastor
Dick to discuss this direc-
tion. Together, we agreed
that a transition to this
new model was necessary.
Pastor Dick suggested that
at his age, he was not the
Pastor to carry this model
forward, and offered to
help us find a new, younger
Pastor, then step aside.
Together, we agreed upon
a Transition Model for
First Congregational
Church to cover the next
12-18 months.

This Transition Model
would entail Pastor Dick
continuing this quarter in

the status quo, use up his
leftover vacation time dur-
ing the summer, and return
in September. Then in Oc-
tober, change his status to
that of a Transition Minis-
ter over the next several
months. During this time
First Church will entertain
guest ministers and pro-
spective ministers currently
in Seminary, and those re-
cently graduated. The en-
tire congregation would be
engaged in the search. The
hope is that a new Pastor
will be called by next Janu-
ary or shortly thereafter.
At the March 14, 2010,
all church business meet-
ing, this Transition Model
was proposed to the con-
gregation, and approved
unanimously for 2010-
2011,

Together, we will begin a
voyage of discovery through
uncharted seas, searching
for a new home port that
will be the First Congrega-
tional Church of the future.
There will be sorrows and
pitfalls, and there will be
joys and triumphs as well.
What is paramount is that
our worshipful lives will be
infused with a new energy, a
new level of emotion, as we
find new ways to be Disci-

ples of Christ.

We weren't ready for these
changes seven years ago,
nor even 18 months ago, but
now the answers come to-
gether. Godis reaching out
to us with a solid plan for
the future. On the day this
vote took place, the Trus-
tees announced that they
had just signed a contract
with a healthy Brazilian
church to lease our facili-
ties for the next year. Itis
clear that God still has a
mission for First Congrega-
tional Church. And as God
has a direction for us, we
can do no less than follow
Him as His Disciples into the
future.

"Lol I tell you a mystery. We
shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised im-
perishable, and we shall be
changed.” (Paul's letter
ICorinthians 15:51-52)

May the blessings of Christ
Jesus be on us all

Rick Durham,
Moderator
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Sodalitas News

Welcome 3 New
Members

Sodalitas is pleased to wel-
I come three new members
to the club: Sarch Shep-
herd, Doreen Tiriticeo, and
Diane Johnson have re-
cently joined the group.

The annual meeting and
banquet are Monday,
April 26, (note change of
date) at Hearth and Kettle
in Weymouth. Social hour
at 6:30 p.m.; dinner at 7:00
p.m. A sign-up sheet will
be circulated. All women
of the church are always

friends or loved ones know
that you are thinking of
them. If you haven't pur-
chased one of these great
cards, now is the time to
start!

We also remind everyone
that the Yankee Magazine
subscription program is still
going on. If you'll be renew-
ing your subscriptions to
YANKEE MAGAZINE,
please DO NOT use the
form that you receive from
YANKEE, please use the
special subscription form,
available in the church of-
fice, or if you call the

[RET RV SN

* Pastor Dick, Toni,

Support Your Church!
Come participate in the

ALL-CHURCH BAKE
AND YARD SALE

Saturday, May 8
9:00 am—1:00 pm

Volunteers needed
7:30 am—1:30 pm
onsite (shifts)
Church front lawn or
Lower Parish Hall if rain
All proceeds to First
Congregational Church

A T A e N L

church office, we will gladly
mail one out for you. Each
paid subscription will re-
ceive an $8.00 donation to
the roof reconstruction

cordially invited to attend.

Sodalitas is also pleased to
be taking over the sale of
the Marian Heath greet-

jand the entire church .

. staff wish everyone w
‘a happy and \
Blessed . A\

i Easter.

ing eards in honor and
memory of Norma Johnson.
The cards are always on
sale Sunday mornings dur-
ing fellowship time ; or you
can come by the church
any weekday during office
hours and shop. Marian
Heath cards are beautiful,
convenient, and inexpen-
sivel Half of each sale
goes to paying down the
remaining balance on the
roof reconstruction.
Sending a greeting card is
still the best way to let

fund.

Walk for
Interfaith Social
Services
Sunday, April 25,
1:00 p.m.

Fun and Fellowship—

no experience needed
Starts/ends at
Pageant Field, Merry-
mount Pkwy ., Quincy
For more details con-

tact Adrienne Allen
781-843-5182
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"Water, water, every-

where...”
-Samuel Coleridge

Submitted by Carl Francis

Our recent Nor'easter
dropped a lot of rain, per-
haps 9 inches, when the
ground was still partially
frozen. The consequent
flooding, termed a "50 year
flood,” really impacted
Braintree. basements.

(Continued on page )
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(Con finued from page 5)

The Monatiquot River was
over its banks flooding road-
ways and many basements.
I'd emailed my supervisor
I early Monday morning to ar-
range for a personal day to
deal with the water inmy
basement, but ended up like
many of us spending the day
at churchl

When sexton Terry Weldon
arrived at about 6:00 am., as
he routinely does to open the
building, he found the lower
hallway flooded. He got the
sump pump at the front of
the building working and went
outside to try to divert wa-
ter away from the east wall.
Terry along with Dee Wat-
son, who frequently helps at
church, got ahead of the ris-
ing water using our two shop
vacuums, but it just kept
flowing into the basement
along the east side. The
worse leaks were at the foot
of the stairs from the nar-
thex and the choir robe
room, but water was coming
in the flower room, and Paul's
of fice as well. About 10:00
am., Terry phoned me tore-
port the situation and ask
for help as he needed to
leave for his regular day job.
When I arrived the hallway
seemed under control. Then

Dee remarked that water was
also coming into Fellowship
Hall in two places. Later
both she and I went home to
get our own wet vacs sowe
didn't have to keep moving
machines back and forth.
Terry finally left in the early
afternoon, and I soon real-
ized we needed more help. I
phoned Trustees Lucile Baker
and Glenn Holton whoiin turn
made calls. Pretty soon Don
Porter arrived and pitched in.
I really felt relieved when,
school being over, Priscilla
Belcher brought grandchil-
dren Brian and Jared, and
their friend Paul Draicchio
along with two more wet vacs!
Brian immediately jumped to
the task, took responsibility
and provided leadership for
the others. I also phoned
Pastor Dick only to learn that
he was fighting the same sort
of battle at the parsonagel
Bob Gallagher and Carleton
Baron arrived later in the aof-
ternoon, and so did Sally
O'Connell with her grandson
Shawn, a fifth grader, who
quickly "learned the ropes”
and worked independently
into the eveningl Janet Hol-
ton brought new enthusiasm
to our task when she arrived
and joined the crew. By now

of the seeps and someone
to"man” it. Noone was in
charge but everyone
worked well together.
Some left as new people
arrived, but returned in
the evening. At 7:00 p.m.
when the Boy Scout meet-
ing began, Dee recruited
Scouters Pat Desmond,
Tally Lauter, and Michael
Murray to help! Rick Dur-
ham only learned of the
situation in the evening and
came right over. Terry re-
appeared and cajoled Dee
(who'd been there since
6:00 a.m.l) to go home.
Glenn arrived to join the
evening crew and stayed
emptying the vacs through
the nightl The battle con-
tinued through Tuesday.
Fortunately there seems to
be no damage, and this
emergency didn't affect
our programs. The pre-
schools were uninterrupted
and evening meetings went
dhead. The shared effort
in the face of adversity
seems to have raised spir-
its.

The Trustees extend sin-
cere thanks to everyone
who participated.

Y EE RN
there was avacuum at each ®* * ®* ® @
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