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First Congregational Church
of Braintree
Mot just good works, butd God works!’"’

"QI'.I‘-Iiﬁiliﬁliﬁlliii...'ﬁﬁii

Benefit Concert

or
Interfaith Social Services |

Thursday, April 30, 2009
7:30 p.m. |

Featuring the internationally fa-
mous |

Blackwood Gospel Quartet

| Invite your friends and family to a wonder ful evening of Christian en- |
.tertainment at First Congregational Church featuring the interno-.
| tionally famous Blackwood Gospel Quartet. The leader of the group, |
. Mark Blackwood, has received two &Grammy Awards during his illustri- .
|ous career. The Blackwood Gospel Quartet is one of the best known |
.performing groups ever to appear on the South Shore. Adult tickets.
|are avadilable in three price ranges: |

$50.00 sponsor (offers best seating/$25 is tax deductible - with
program recognition) |
$20.00 reserved section |

- $15.00 general admission
| $10.00 for children under 12 |

‘Tickets may be ordered by calling the church office at 781-843-
!3616, or emdiling the church at firstchurchbraintree@beld.net. For |
-additional information on the Blackwood Gospel Quartet, and tolisten
!’rn special vocal selections, please visit www.bgamusic.com. Net pro- |
‘ceeds to benefit the wonderful work of Interfaith Social Services in

!Quincy. |
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Holy Weck

Join us for these wnr-ship services as we enter the
most holy week of our Christian calendar.

._% iSE=. Palm Sunday, April5: 9:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 9: 7:30 p.m.

Baster Sunday,k April 12: 9:30 a.m.

Reminder: There will be no Sunday School, but there will be nursery care, on Easter
Sunday. This allows our wonderful volunteers, and the children to worship in the sanctu-
ary with their families on the most joyous Sunday of the church year.

FROM THE

£V

Pastor

There are many kinds of
singing. Thereis the dirge,
the song of death. Thereis
the ballad, the song of the
lover. Thereis the tempo of
marching feet, the song of
the soldier.

InChrist Jesus, God gave us
a new song - the song of sal-
vation. We sing of the good-
ness of God who delivers us
from the bonds of sin and
who welcomes us into His
wondrous eternal home.

This is the song of all songs.
It weaves its music in and
out of all the events of life.
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From the moment it reached
the earth that Bethlehem
night in the voice of the an-
gels, the earth has never
been the same again.

Nor has the world of music
been the same. The new
song, finding ahome in the
creative spirit of a Bach or a
Handel, and in hundreds of
lesser artists, has given us
oratorios, chorales, sympho-
nies, and a hymnody that for
sheer musical excellence has
no rival in the world of art.

The story of Christ’s death
for the sins of the world be-
comes the motif around
which all the glorious music
of Christendom is built. How
can such a story do other
than reverberate into every
nook and cranny of the uni-
verse? It must have been
this truth of God's love that
set the morning stars to

singing and the children of
&od dancing for joy.

The new song reaches its
crescendos with the crucifix-
ion and the resurrection. But
it reaches back into the
story of creation when God
said, "Let there be light” and
when the touch of His hand
on clay created His dough-
ters and sons. Through
these long centuries, it has
been on the lips of old and
young, rich and poor, learned
and unlearned. It has yet to
reach its final fullness -
when one day in the presence
of the angels and archangels
and all the hosts of heaven,
we join our tiny notes with
theirs to praise Him forever.

Have a glorious Easter!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dick
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From
The Moderator...

In Praise of “Praise”

As we continue our journey
of Rediscovery as a church,
the congregation of this
church has made a con-
scious decision of commit-
ment. The community of
Braintree and of the
Greater South Shore hos
changed its demographic
dynamically over the last
few years. The strong, cul-
tural ethic of our church’s
founders has been invaded
and diffused by a thousand
points of racial and ethnic
diversity. How do we re-
spond? £an we respond?

One way that we can re-
spond is by reaching out to
that new demographic.
Sadly, our brothers and sis-
ters of the Brazilian church
have left us, but they have
left us with the memory of
just how powerfully music
can touch the soul of God,
and the hearts of God's be-
lievers. Many of us who at-
tended their "Credo” wor-
ship last fall were lifted up
by the energy, joy and love
in their music. We were
lifted up by their Praise of
God.

Praise Worship, as an alter-
native to traditional denomi-
national worship, has been
entering into the Sunday
worship of many of our
brother and sister churches
in Eastern Massachusetts,
and on the South Shore.
Our sister church in Hansen
has avery successful Praise
Worship. I recently at-
tended the Annual Meeting
of the Massachusetts Asso-
ciation of Congregational
Christian Churches (MACCC)
in Rochester. We opened
the meeting with a worship
service for the 60 atten-
dees from over 22 member
churches in Eastern Massa-
chusetts. It was aPraise
service, and everyone else
there knew the words to the
modern hymns.

Statistics show that there
is an increase of God's wor-
ship among the 18-40 age
groups. The demographic of
people moving into Braintree
today are not held by tradi-
tional denominational values
in worship. They come from
a myriad of cultural and eth-
nic backgrounds. And much
of the pathway they find to
God is through Praise Wor-
ship. Inan effort toreach
out to this dynamic, and in

response to the request by
church membership in sev-
eral Focus Group discus-
sions, as well as from a
Quarterly Meeting voted
charge, Pastor Dick has put
together a Praise Team that
will lead us in a Praise Wor-
ship Service on alternating
Saturday afternoons start-
ing at 5:00 p.m. The event,
titled “South Shore Praise”
will first take place on Sat-
urday, April 25, 2009. The
next will take place two
weeks after on Saturday,
May 9, 2009, also at 5:00
p.m. and so on. The Praise
Events will be open to all
from the several communi-
ties around us, truly a South
Shore event.

Our Praise Team will be the
Youth Praise Band from
First Baptist Church of
Braintree. We are renaming
it the South Shore

Praise Team whenit isin
our building. The Worship
Leader is Steve Morrison, a
Braintree High School
graduate who is presently a
Freshman at Eastern Nazo-
rene College, where he stud-
ies music. Steve hos been
trained as a Worship Leader
by &lenn Holt, the Worship
Leader at First Baptist
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Church in Braintree. Glenn
also serves as Worship
Leader at our Church Camp
on Lake Ossipee in New
Hampshire. In addition to
singing, Steve plays guitar
and keyboard. The Assis-
tant Worship Leader is
Matt Mahagan. Matt is

a senior at Braintree High
School; he plays bass. Matt
has been accepted to
Northeastern University
where he plans tomajor in
electrical engineering. In
addition to Steve and Matt,
there are three vocalists,
another guitarist, and a

Leadership Team
Minutes
Wednesday.,
Monday. March 9,
2009

at 7:35 p.m. Attending
were Priscilla Belcher, Rick
Durham, Carl Francis, Diane
Francis, Pastor Dick Hotch-
kin, Norman Morse, Grace
Reinelt, and Janet Simpson.
Also present was special
guest Rev. Dale Hempen,
Regional Minister of the Pil-
grim Association of the
United Church of Christ.

drummer, making a total of 7
on the South Shore Praise
Team.

South Shore Praise will pro-
vide an alternative worship
style to the South Shore
communities that is joyful,
evocative and meaningful to
God. It will also provide a
meaningful and enjoyable
worship experience to many
not comfortable in the tradi-
tional, denominational experi-
ence. With broad appeal to
all ages, cultures and diversi-
ties, South Shore Praise can
offer a fruitful and reward-
ing pathway to God's love and
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The Moderator opened the
meeting with a prayer. Dur-
ing the moment of sharing,
Grace was happy toreport
that Diane Francis has

Meeting was called to order joined the Bell Choir.

Minutes: The Minutes from
February 18, 2009 L eader-
ship Team meeting were
unanimously approved with
one correction: It was
&race Reinelt, not Priscilla
Belcher, who reported on
the 80 new hymnals that
were ordered.

Rev. Dale Hempen: Pastor
Dick invited Rev. Hempen to

joy. Here is a way of wor-
ship looking to tomorrow
for First Congregational
Church, and for our
greater church commu-
nity.

We look to tomorrow and
Christ leads us. Let us let
Christ fill our eyes with
His Light, our hearts with
His Love, and our souls
with His Joy. Let us walk
with Christ into tomor-
row.

Blessed be His name,
Rick Durham
Moderator

speak with us because he
has found that re-
establishing a connection
with the UCC would help us
obtain the assistance of
ministry interns and poten-
tial youth ministers. Rev.
Hempen reported that
there are 5 Regional Minis-
tries of the UCC in Massa-
chusetts. The Pilgrim Asso-
ciation represents the dis-
trict covering Braintree,
stretching from Quincy to
Plymouth to Bridgewater,
including 33 churches and
(Continved on page 5)

Faith's Journey
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(Continved from page <)

12,000 members.

What UCC offers: The Pil-
grim Association offers
support and resources for
all member churches, includ-
ing fellowship, transition
help, reference checks on
candidates, stewardship,
missions, and students in
ministry. The Pilgrim Asso-
ciation works with leader-
ship of local churches in
mentoring and nurturing lo-
cal churches. Each local
church helps each other.

What UCC requires: Rev.
Hempen emphasized that
there are no demands made,
and no requirements needed
to join. Thereis asug-
gested fee of about $20
per member, but in the case
of a dual membership, the
church itself decides what
is o be paid. Union Congre-
gational Church has a dual
membership. We would be
looking at one as well. Rev.
Hempen strongly stated
that the UCC is not a top
down hierarchy. Each local
church is in total command
of its membership. No de-
mands are made on leader-
ship or members. The UCC
only offers support. Rev.

Hempen will be invited to
speak to the entire congre-
gation at a future Quarterly
Meeting.

Treasuwrer's Report: Former
Treasurer Norman Morse
and new Treasurer Diane
Francis worked together
over the last two Thursdays
to transfer information and
introduce Diane to the soft-
ware. Two months into the
year, it is too early to see
trends. Total budgeted in-
come should be 16% for the
year, though the actual re-
turn is 17%. Pledges are 13
% over budget. Rental in-
come is 15% over budget. Un-
budgeted income of $5,000
was given in 2009 to date by
the Hugh Adams Society.
Total expenses were 19% of
the year, instead of 16%.
This included some insurance
and fuel bills from last year
that were paid this year.

Diaconate: Grace reported
that Easter cards from the
Diaconate will be mailed April
1. Priscilla will write a™thank
you” note to Russ Peck, Jr.
for preaching on March 1,
2009.

Trustees: Trustees are
meeting tomorrow night.
Carl reported they are work-

ing on replacing lighting.
Missions: Grace reported
that the Missions Ministry
will take a field trip tour of
Interfaith Social Services’
premises on Thursday,
March 12. There villbe a
Women's Prayer Breakfast
on Saturday, March 28 at
9:00 a.m. at 5. Anne's
School on 5t. Anne’s Road,
Quincy. Tickets are
$12.00. The I55 Walk for
Hunger is Sunday, April 26
at 1 p.m.

Sodalitas: President Janet
Simpson was notified by a
note from Joanne Durham
that the "Joy of Tea” pro-
gram previously scheduled
had to be cancelled due to
a prior commitment from
the guest spedker. In-
stead, we suggested a Bingo
night. Pastor Dick recom-
mended using candy for
prizes. Janet announced
that the April 27 Banquet
will be held at the Hearth
and Kettle on Rt. 18 in
Weymouth. Time is 6:30
p.m. The Yard Sale will be
held on May 30. Sodalitas
will rent tables to church
members and non-church
members. Ifit rains, they

(Continved on page &)
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(Continved from page 5)

will move inside to Fellow-
ship Hall and Lower Parish
Hall.

Pastor's Report: Pastor Dick
reported that the Braintree
Choral Society has booked
the Sanctuary for a Sunday,
April 26 concert at 4 p.m.
They will be charged the
usual performance fee. In
the future, the Choral Soci-
ety will be performing at the
new Thayer Performing Arts
Center, which they are get-
ting for free. 80 new hym-
hals have arrived, have al-
ready been fitted with me-
morial plates and are on the
first floor of the church. In
the future, we will order an
additional 40 hymnals to fin-
ish filling the church.

The MACCC will be holding
its Annual Meeting on Satur-
day, March 21 at 9 am. at
First Congregational Church
in Rochester, MA. The topic
of discussion will be
"Rediscovery.” We will be
sending a small contingent
down.

Contemporary Service: Pas-
tor Dick has commissioned
the Youth Band from the
First Baptist Church to lead

us in a Praise Service twice a
month, beginning on Satur-
day, April 25 at 5 p.m. We
will title the event “South
Shore Praise” to focus on the
greater community. &lenn is
looking into renting sound
equipment. For the first two
services, we will get support
from sister churches in Han-
son and Holbrook. ESL re-
search is on hold for now un-
til the Praise Worship is
launched.

The Brazilian church is dis-
banding. The original pastor
has returned to Brazil and
Pastor Roberto wants to con-
centrate on his home church
in Lowell. There are possible
talks of putting together a
Brazilian praise band or spon-
soring a bi-lingual praise ser-
vice.

Missions is concentrating on
the upcoming Blackwood &os-
pel Quartet concert on April
30. Dick and Carole are coor-
dinating the publicity. Brain-
tree Rotary is presenting two
internationally known artists
for a piano/organ duet con-
cert on Thursday, May 7.
There will be a reception at
6:00 p.m., concert at 7:30
p.m. as well as an art show
and silent auction. Rotary ex-

pects 250-300 attendees.

Pastor Dick gave a closing
prayer. The meeting ad-
journed at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitfed
Joanne Durham,
Church Clerk

The next Leadership
Team meeting is
Wednesday, April 8,

2009,
at 7:30 p.m.

Mark Your Calendar:

Quarterly Meeting
Sunday, April 5
10:45 am
Lower Parish Hall
Please participate in
important discussions

and decisions affecting
First Church

Children’s Sunday
May 3, 9:30 am
Celebrating our youth,
their faith, and their
volunteers.

Presentation of Second
Grade Bibles.

Faith's Journey
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Here Purr-ty Kitty
By Nancy Mills

While talking to Peter and
&race West in Petersham,
they shared the story of
their aging cat, Fred. He
wasn't eating, and they trav-
eled great lengths and dis-
tances to a veterinarian and
specialists to acquire proper
treatment ond diet. After
several hours on the road,
they returned home with pre-
scription and intravenous
equipment in tow. Greatly
concerned with kitty's pre-
cariously fragile and weak-
ened condition, they gently
placed him on the kitchen
floor next to his previously
rejected provisions. To their
amazement, Kitty, albeit at
death’s door “wolfed down”
the same food he vehemently
turned his nose up to merely
three hours before. They
were now extremely nervous
because Fred found his way
outside in the below freezing
elements, and he wouldn't re-
spond to their calls to him. I
responded with my usual, “T'll
put your cat on my prayer
list,” at which time, precisely,
our grandson Christian ap-
proached my side saying,”
You're going to put their cat

on the "PURR LIST?"
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Youth Fellowship Exceeds
Goal for 30-Hour Famine

The goal was $2500, but they
raised $2700! Congratulations
to the Youth Fellowship for
such a successful event. And
special thanks toKelsey Fritz
for organizing, planning, and
running the program for the
entire 30-hours -- a job well
done. The youth group is es-
pecially grateful to everyone
who sponsored a member, and
contributed toward the goal.
The money raised goes to
World Vision for hunger relief
programs.
YEEEEEREREENEN.

Interfaith Social

Services
Sunday, April 26,

1:00 p.m.

Fun and Fellowship—
"o experienae needed

Starts/ends at
5t. Ann's Church, 757
Hancock S5t., Quincy
For more details contact
Adrienne Allen

781-843-5182

WORIC DAY

VOLUNTEERS NEEI]rEI]

All church work day
Indoors and out!
Saturday, April 4
§:30 a.m. to Noon

Volunteers needed; bring
rakes, gloves, garden
tools, or items for indoor
clkeaning such as rags,
polish, brooms, etc.

T YEEESEEEREER

Sodalitas Plans
Annual Banquet

The Sodalitas annual
meeting and banquet are
Monday, April 27, (note
change of date) at Hearth
and Kettle in Weymouth.
Social hour at 6:30 p.m.;
dinner at 7:00 p.m. A
sign-up sheet will be circu-
lated. All women of the
church are always cor-
dially invited to attend.

Faith's Journey
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