First Congregational Church
of Braintree
““Notc jusc good works, buc God works!’*’
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Holiday Fair a 6reat Success
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Mancy Mills does face
painting for children of
all ages!

Diane Porter (L), and Dee
Watson sell apple pies and
baked beans for Missions.

"Thank you to everyone who
warked so hard to make
this year's church fair such
a success. It truly was an
"All Church Fair” this year.
The feeling of fellowship
and cooperation was truly a
Joy to behold It's amazing
what can be accomplished =
when we all work together ' ‘i_
in service for our church i

with blessings from the
Lord”

minding the Boutique table.
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~ Doris Baier

Ed. Note: And thank you, Doris
for your confinuved hard work fo
put this all togethers it couldn't
be done without you.

Barbara OUpie tends the plant
table, and greets visitors as
they come in.

Faith's J ourney
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Sodalitas Christmas Luncheon
Friday, December 4, 2009
11:30 a.m., Lower Parish Hall.

The Sodalitas Women's Club is holding its annual Christmas luncheon on Friday, December
4 from 11:30 am to 1 pm. Everyone brings their own sandwich; coffee, tea, and desserts
will be provided. We hope you can join us!

Fairy tales are not for children alone. It may just be that adults are
in the greater need of flights of fantasy. Myths and legends point
beyond the laboratory and the computer to a whole world of truth,
meaning, and glory that will elude the mightiest telescope.

The great spiritual truths of the Christian faith come very near to
fantasy: tosave us from sin, death, and the power of the devil, God
came down from heaven, became one of us, died on a cross, and rose again. Itis not
strange that people may regard the biblical story as wishful thinking.

Contrary to the lines of that delightful song, we are not “climbing Jacob's ladder” to
heaven. God and heaven have come to us. This is the glorious story of the gospel. The
wonderful truth is that God has more than met us halfway. In the work and person of Je-
sus, God has come all the way down to us.

In coming to earth to die and be raised again for us, Jesus brought the kingdom of God
within reach. We need not wait for death to release us for citizenship in this kingdom.
Through Holy Baptism, we enter here and now. Through the gracious work of the Holy
Spirit, we have a foretaste of the fullness of heaven.

Think what this means for us! Earth itself is aglow. Our days are not a weary march to-
ward death. Already we live in a kingdom that has no end. We have inherited its riches -
the forgiveness of sin, the righteousness of Christ, and life with God. We can come to
God in prayer. We can rest back into God's everlasting arms with all our burdens and
cares. We can count on God to guide us, step by step.

And we have the blessed assurance that there will be a triumphant end to this world of
sin, tragedy, pain, and death. Jesus will come again in glory to claim all that is his. It is no
dream, no fairy tale. Hundreds of millions have staked their lives on the truth of Jesus
as Lord and Savior, and have found courage, comfort, nobility, and glory.

May each of you have a blessed Christmas and a righteous New Year.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Dick
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