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Faith’s Jaurney

The Prophet Isaiah writes, “If yvou offer
your food to the hungry and satisfy the
needs of the afflicted, then your light
shall rize in the darkness and your
gloom be likze the noonday.”

EIPASTOR

Ifwe watt until we have our own tangled lives unraveled and healed before
we turn to help others, we will never start. It may very well be that our own
fears may retreat the moment we begin to be concerned about cther peaple
T o help cthers, we need not be strong, healthy, emotionally well-balanced,
all our problems well under control  Bomet mes we minister best out of our
wealknesses mstead of our strengths.

Jesus made it quite clear that if we are to be the people he wants usto be, the
direction of our lives will be outward, toward others Toturm in on ourselves
1sto be mired in an endless morass.

Before we can generate any zest for serving cthers, we must havea
rendezvous with God. We journey upward to God before we journey
outward to our neighbor. Our mterest in our neighbor 15 a consequence of
our interest in God. We face God and discover that God acceptsus, loves us,
and even enjoys us. God does thesethmgs because Jesus mtercedes for us.
Jesus died on a cross to give us the right to come to God — as we are. We
need not watt to be healed before we come We come, and then God begins
the healing.

Inhelping cthers, we draw into God’s very presence. The spiritual reality is
that God lurks wherever there is a helping hand. Taketime from your busy
schedule this Advent/Christmas Season to see how God might want youto
escape yourself in order that you might become a blessing to someone

Tours in Christ,
Pastar Dick
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