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First Congregational Church
of Braintree
““Notc jusc good works, buc God works!’*’
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Congregatlonal

Meeting ”

You are Invited to the Firet
Tumaround Meeting At Firet Church

On Wednesday night, June 9, 2010 at 7:00 p.m., we will hold the
first of many Turnaround Meetings in Fellowship Hall. Joining us
will be Rev. Dale Hempen, Associate Conference Minister of the Pil-
grim Association of the United Church of Christ, and Rev. Paul Nick-
erson, Associate Conference Minister of Evangelism and Church Vi-
tality for the Massachusetts Conference of the UCC.

Together, they will instruct us, lead us, and guide us on our journey

toward becoming a Turnaround Church. They will help us focus on a

Turnaround Pastor search, suggest options, and help us screen pro-
spective Pastors.

I invite all members of the Diaconate, Trustees, various ministries,
and concerned leaders of the church to attend and bring questions.

Rick Durham
Moderator
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All-Church Quarterly Meeting
Sunday, June 13, 2010, 10:45 a.m.

Fellowship Hall Mee

All church members are encouraged to attend to hear
the "state of the church,” and other agenda items.

Most of us are far more attached to, and reliant on, family and
friends than we know. This is as it should be. But family and
friends may also be too small a group.

We have all known families that are tightly knit, that love one an-
other, indulge one another, and have only casual interest in others.
They turnin on themselves; they are too tightly knit. As a family,
the members slip into a selfishness that ultimately robs them of merriment and joy.
Family selfishness can be as destructive as individual selfishness.

We have also known people, unmarried or without children, who have gathered into their
orbit an expansive "family” of friends to whom they give their affection and concern.

We belong first and eternally to the family of God, which means all people. God put us
into the smaller family (father, mother, children) as a type of laboratory to learn the
lessons of love, which then would equip us for living in the larger family.

It is exhilarating to meet a family whose members have been set free for the larger
family. The children make friends easily: father and mother are involved in a network of
activity touching the lives of a host of people: conversation around the table roams a
world of interesting people and events. Nor is it curiosity alone that propels them into
the lives of others, but rather an extension of the compassion they have learned in Sun-
day school and Sunday worship.

The setting of Jesus' life was not a cozy circle around Joseph and Mary, good as that
must have been, but a multitude of people who discovered in Jesus a brother and friend.
You and I are of that multitude, and Jesus invites us to join him, not in rejecting our
smaller families, but in opening the doors to let all sorts of people, those in need and
those not in need, across the threshold of ocur hearts. When we do, our lives will dis-
cover a new fullness.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Dick
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