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First Congregational Church
of Braintree
““Notc jusc good works, buc God works!’*’
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Q@,ﬁ@h ALL CHURCH YARD AND
Yard BAKE CALE
CATURDAY, MAY 8, 2010
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Sale

P FRONT LAWN OF CHURCH
(or in Lower Parich Hall if rain)

900 AM TO 1:00 PM

Want to help your church and find come great bargaine? Come
participate in the upcoming All Chureh Bake and Yard Cale. All
membere are encouraged to donate goods, bake, volunteer an hour
or two, and epread the word in our community. In cage of rain it

will be held in Lower Parich Hall. Boy 2cout Troop #22 will help
uc cot up at 7:15 am and break down at 1:00 pm.

All moniee raized will help the church’s operation.

You may drop off your donated iteme at the church Monday, May 2

Faith's J ourney

May, 2010

Inside this issue:

Pat Luck Sup- 2
per & Bingo

Night

Turnaround 4
Pastor Speaks
on April 18

History of Our B
Whitechapel
Handbells

through Friday. May 7. during Office hours between 9 am and 2
pm. Baked goods. booke. clothing. recorde. toye. backete, home
goode, and furniture are wekome. NO eleetronies will be aceepted.
Pleaze bring bags and change.

If you have questions pleage contact the church at 781-842-3616
or Joanne Durham at 781-848-4061 or jedurham@beld.net

First Congregational
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12 Elm Street
Braintree, MA
02184
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Richard E. Hotchkin
Pastor and Teacher

Dr. Paul Kaatrud
Director of Music

Carcle Morse
Administrative
Assistant

Worszhip Service and
Church School
Sunday Morning
9:30 a.m.

Office hours:
Monday—Friday
9:00 am—2:00 pm
Email:

firstchurchbraintree
@beld.net




POT LUCK CUPPER AND BINGO NIGHT
FUN FOR EVERYONEI!
Qaturday, May 22, 6:00 p.m., Lower Parizh Hall

m Bring a dich to chare with friende and family
B d de ided @ 9 g
everages and paper goode provi o @D

Organized by the Leadership Team - Questions? call 781-843-3616 @
Freewill donatione encouraged to help defray NACCC s UCC member<hip

When someone greets me with "What's new?" I have an uneasy feel-
ing. Must there always be something new to make life worth living?
Isn't an old book as good as a new book, perhaps better? What of the
old songs? Old friends?

On the other hand, must we not hope for something better? And
may this not mean something new? Perhaps there's a new day dawning

- when war will be no more, nor hunger, nor racial hatred. We have no
option but to hope and to work for such a new day. To give up on our longings for a better
day is to settle for the melancholy cynicism of the writer of Ecclesiastes, "There's nothing
new under the sun."

But there is something new under the sun, and life has a nobler end than death. God is new
with his mercies each morning. God is the one new and radical factor in the world's cycles of
seasons and civilizations. God can alter the shapes of empires and the hearts of human be-
ings, but only God. Left to ourselves, there's nothing more new than struggle and death.

God has invaded this planet in his Son, Jesus Christ. He invades it still, in every heart that
will give him room. And when he invades, he makes all things new. He erases our sins, lifts
our fears, releases our wills. This he does through the power of his Word, the preaching of
his Gospel, and the administration of his Sacraments.

Most of us who count ourselves God-fearing will probably be hard-pressed to identify what's
new about us. There's too much of the old still cluttering our lives - old grudges, old anxie-
ties, old envies, old regrets, old vanities. The Bible tells us that these things will harass us
until we die. But there's a new power at work within us. Sometimes we feel it, sometimes
not. Most often it works quietly, like a yeast in our souls. Some crisis comes along, and sud-
denly we know that it's there, like a hidden or forgotten reservoir with life-giving waters of
healing. Something new has been at work in us all along. Almost to our surprise, we find
springs of hope and love and patience and courage to carry us through.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Dick
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Cpecial Children’s Sunday
Celebration Worehip Qerviee Cot for
May 23

Cake, Ice Cream and Balloons offered
after the Service

The Sunday School - including the Pre-
School and Nursery - will hold a special
year-end Children's Sunday worship ser-
vice on May 23 at 9:30 a.m. Not only do
the children participate in the service,
but this will be a wonderful time to ac-
knowledge all the volunteers and staff
who dedicate themselves to the youth of
First Church.

Pastor Dick will be giving Alison Taylor
Knell her Second-Grade Bible. We are
grateful to Nancy Mills for her beautiful
calligraphy inscribing this Bible. Rachel Holton, Abigail Muldoon, and Sean O'Connell will
be graduating from Sunday School and going on to Youth Fellowship.

We are proud we have such a committed group of CORI-trained teachers who have made
a difference in the lives of our church family's children. Please bring your family and
friends to this celebration service and to say "thank you" to these teachers whoare in-
volved in this life-changing work.

Sunday School, Pre-School and Nursery Teachers

Joanne Durham

Diane Francis
Glenn Holton
Breanna Hewson
Ruth Hewson
Janet Holton
Diane Porter

Leanna Work
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Turnaround Pas-
tor Speakks to
First Congrega-
tional Church

I On Sunday, April 18, 2010,

tional Church of Braintree
had the unique honor of
hosting one of the most dy-
namic Pastors in Massachu-

Rev. Dr. Mary Louise Gif-
ford. Dr. Gifford's efforts
and successes in attempting
to revive Wollaston Congre-
gational Church in neighbor-
ing Quincy, MA, have been
the subject of her book,
The Turnaround Chureh,
currently making the rounds
among our congregation
here. Nearly forty mem-

bers of our congregation at-
tended.

During her hour-long lec-
ture, Dr. Gifford described
her experiences to turn her
declining and disorganized
church around into a thriv-
ing, successful parish. She
interrupted her notes sev-
eral times to take questions
and comments from mem-
bers of our congregation.
Dr. Gifford acknowledged
that we at First Congrega-
tional Church had accom-
plished over the last several

at 2:00 p.m., First Congrega-

setts Congregationalism, the

years many of the struc-
tures and principles that
she had to put into place at
Wollaston Church, and that
we had in effect stabilized
ourselves as a church.

Pastor Dick (L), Rev. Dr.
Mary Louise Gifford (C), and
Moderator, Rick Durham (R},
pause to chat after the lec-
ture.

Dr. Gifford then advised our
membership that the next
step at becoming a turn-
around church will not be
easy. She told us that the
up and coming ministry stu-
dents in seminary are not
the twenty-something
younger pastors, but career
changers in their early mid-
dle to advanced years.
That's not to discourage us,
but the fact is that turn-
around ministers only have
the energy for one turn-
around effort in their ca-
reers. But we only need one
turnaround effort for our
church.
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She cautioned us that a turn-
around pastor needs to be out
in the community constantly,
drumming up support for the
church. Hence, a church
seeking a new start may need
toinvest in a part-time older
minister to conduct visitations
of the sick and elderly. We
would also need to look for a
volunteer or paid part-time
administrator/business man-
ager to oversee the opera-
tions of the church.

Finally, Dr. Gifford suggested
to the congregation that as
we begin our search for a
turnaround pastor, we look for
someone with lots of energy,
new ideas, flexibility, and who
has excellent sermons.

She closed by wishing us well
on our journey, and God's
grace on our efforts to start
a new church.

Rick Durham

Youth Fellowship
Paints 35 Signs!

Special thanks to our Youth
Fellowship who painted 35
signs for the ISS South
Shore Walk on April 25.
The signs were hung along
the route to guide the walk-
ers.
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