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First Congregational Church
of Braintree
Mot just good works, butd God works!’"’
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i Saturdays, May 91, and May 23, 2009
First Congregational Church

: 12 €im Sireel, Brainiree

| (181) 8433043

i “Assurance for today, hope for tomorrow!”

i-) South Shore Praise is an exdting, contemporary, Christ-centered,
innovative alternative to traditional worship styles.

i-) South Shore Praise combines values of faith with contemporary,

modern Christian music fo provide a non-denominational worship ex- |

i Pﬂriﬂﬂﬁﬂ.

=P South Shore Praise offers an alternative worship style that is joyful,
| evocative, and pleasing to God.

:-) South Shore Praise also pmvidaa a 5piri1m'. and inaigh'rfu'. wnrﬁ.hip
experience for individuals who are not comfortable in a traditional

deno minational sefting.

!-) South Shore Praise offers a fruitful and ¥ Y
. rewarding pathway 10 God's love and joy with §

| broad appaa'. 1o all ages, culiures, and

diversities.
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Richard E. Hotehcin
Pastor and Teacher

Dr. Paul Kaatrud
Director of Music

Carole Morsa
Administrative
Assistant

Worship Service and
Church School
Sunday Morning
9:30 a.m.

Office hours:
Monday—Friday
9:00 am—2:00 pm

Email:
firstc hurc hbraintres
@beld .net




“Movie"

rian David McCullough

Potluck Supper and First Church’s Own

Starring Pulitzer Prize Author and Histo-

Saturday, May 2 at 6:00 PM
Lower Parish Hall Free - - Just bring an
entree or salad or dessert!
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Pastor

We human beings often find
it hardest to believe what
we most eagerly want to be-
lieve. A lover may be like
that. Doubts trouble him.
"Can it be possible that she
loves me?” A mother whose
son is reported safe and re-
turning from war may say, “I
can't believe it until I hold
him in my arms.”

It was that way with the
Apostle Thomas. The other
disciples said, "We have
seen the Lord.” Thomas
said, "Except I seein the
hands the print of the nails
..I will not believel” Tho-
mas was no cynic; he was an
ardent lover and follower of
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Jesus. It was he who had
once proposed to the band of
disciples that they not aban-
don Jesus, but follow him to
Jerusalem, even if it meant
death for them.

The tragedy for Thomas was
not his lack of love or faith-
fulness. The pity for this
good disciple was that for
eight days he lived in the an-
guish and uncertainty of
doubt. The reason? He had
stationed himself in a place
other than the one where
Jesus appeared. Eleven of
the twelve disciples were to-
gether: Thomas was not with
them.

It is asimple truth that what
happens to us in many in-
stances depends on where we
have stationed ocurselves. To
station ourselves in a wor-
shiping community on Sunday
morning may seem a casual
thing. It may not be that at

all. The decision to go to
church is itself of signifi-
cance, almost the first act of
worship. We cross the
threshold of the Sanctuary,
and we are in the orbit where
God has promised tobe.
Through the hymns, the an-
them, the prayers, the Scrip-
tures, the proclamation of
God's Word - through it all,
we are cradled in an unseen
presence, the presence of
God.

Life may touch us with many
of its variables: wealth or
poverty, health or illness,
fame or obscurity. But the
supreme issue of life is tobe
touched by God. We were
created for God, to belong to
&od, to live with God - come
what may. Let's try to sto-
tion ourselves where God
would have us be.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dick
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Interfaith Social Services Walk is a hit with First Church
A warm “thank you™” goes out to Adrienne Allen, Maggie Trudel,

and &race Reinelt for their leadership in First Church’s participa- ﬁ_._/’{fj___}
tionin the IS5 Walk held on April 26. The walk was 10K with a C"‘kk\\(\xﬁ*"p
trolley avadilable for those who walked less. Several people from ﬁ’f,ﬁfft/%{ﬂg

First Church got out and walked and raised money this year - ku- = Mack!

dos toyoul In 2008, more than $1,900.00 was raised for thisim- -
portant organization which supports ministries with food pantry,

clothing, financial assistance, and counseling.
-----l-------iit-glnint--t-t---------

News from Sodalitas Club

Sodalitas hosts Flea Market on Saturday, May 30

Mark your calendarl On Saturday, May 30, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Sodalitas will host
a Flea Market and Bake Table in the church parking lot. In addition to selling the stuff
we all want to donate, outside groups will be renting tables with their stuff for sale. As
you are spring cleaning, please consider donating to this event which benefits many impor-
tant missions. Table space is still available for sale; call the church office at 781-843-
3616 if you are interested. You may drop off your donated items at the church starting
Tuesday, May 26, during office hours of 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Sodalitas Women's Club Elects Officers for 2009-2010

The Sodalitas Club was founded in 1912 “to promote a spirit of Christian friendliness and
good-will among the women of the church and community.” Open to all women in the

church, they held their annual meeting and banquet on Monday, April 27 at the Hearfh &
Kefttle Restaurantin Weymouth.

The new officers for 2009-2010 are as | Committee Chairs have also been
follows:: selected:

President: Joanne Durham Programming: Bev Roffo

Vice President: Hope &ray Membership: Doris Baier
Treasurer: Maggie Trudel Christian Missions: Betty Rupp
Assistant Treasurer:  Jane Elliott Publicity: Maggie Trudel
Recording Secretary:  Lucile Baker Devotions: Marion Sisson
Corresponding Secretary: Dee Watson Hostesses: Helen Carlson
Auditor: Nancy Benjamin Sunshine: Barbara Opie
Director: Janet Simpson Telephone: Eleanor Aldoupolis
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Leadership Team

Minutes

Wednesday, April 8,
2009

Meeting was called to order
at 7:04 p.m. Attending
were Lucile Baker, Priscilla
Belcher, Rick Durham,
Diane Francis, Pastor Dick
Hotchkin, &race Reinelt,
and Janet Simpson.

The Moderator opened the
meeting with a prayer. Dur-
ing the moment of sharing,
Diane reported that
Priscilla Driscoll's father
passed away. Grace said
she connected with a friend
who, like herself, has older
children who don't attend
church, which has created a
special bond.

Minutes: The Minutes from
the March 9, 2009 Leader-
ship Team meeting were
unanimously approved with
one correction: Lucile
Baker attended and should
have her name added to the
list of participants at that
meeting.

Treasurer's Report: New
Treasurer Diane Francis
publicly thanked Norman
Morse for his generosity of
time and training recently
as she learns about the

quarterly tax payments.
Norman’s knee surgery has
been rescheduled to May 19.
As of March 31, we have
gone through 25% of the
year, and although most ex-
penses are near that per-
centage, heating oil is at
40% of budget. Since there
will not be more than one
more fill-up until fall, this is
good news. Diane reported
that giving to flowers is way
down - 11% - and members
should consider giving in this
area. Total Expenses for
the period are 8% under
budget. Pledge income is up
5% over budget. Rental in-
come is up 15% over budget.

Diaconate: Grace reported
that Moses Mesa, his wife
Angel, and daughter Joyce
want to join our church. An-
other mother is church
shopping with her 2 and 4
year old children. Pastor
Dick is working on contacting
others who may want to join
on the same yet-to-be de-
termined Sunday. Thereis a
new Easter sign on the
Washington Street side of
the church which con be re-
used every Easter. Also,
coloring books and crayons
were ordered for children in
the Sanctuary, and should be

arriving within a few weeks.
Easter lilies and large print
programs will be delivered
to 12 shut-ins on Easter.

Trustees: Trustee Lucile
Baker reported Trustees
are working on a number of
projects that take time to
complete. One project is
getting the playground
ready for the schools as
warmer weather sets in
soon. Also, new lighting has
been ordered for Fellowship
Hall. The drapes are going
to the cleaners.

Sodalitas: President Janet
Simpson said the final
Board meeting of the sea-
son is on April 20. The
year-end Banquet and elec-
tions are on Monday, April
27, at the Hearth & Kettle
Restaurant in Weymouth.
The Flea Market is under-
way for Saturday, May 30,
from 9@ am to 2 pm, and peo-
ple can start bringing down
their stuff on Tuesday, May
26, since that Monday is
Memorial Day.

Christian Education:
Joanne Durham reported
that Youth Sunday will be
held on May 3™. We will be

(Continved on page 5)

Faith's Journey

Foge 4




(Continved from page <)

presenting Bibles to the
children. There are enough
children ages 23 to 5 years
old to start a second class
in the Fall. There is a meet-
ing regarding Youth Fellow-
ship leadership on April 15.
Glenn and Pastor Dick want
to see more religion and
faith issues brought into
the Fellowship program.
There are currently 54
youth in the Fellowship.
Summer Church Camp regis-
trations are coming in nicely
with up 1019 youth from
First Church going.

Pastor's Report: Pastor
Dick reported that the con-
temporary praise worship
service is definitely going to
start on April 25, at 5:00
p.m., and be held again two
weeks later on May 9. The
Gideons have volunteered to
be present and give out New
Testament Bibles. Pastor
Dick went over to the First
Baptist Church to hear a
music rehearsal of the band
that will be performing at
South Shore Praise. Pastor
Dick thanked Rick Durham
for his publicity drafts
which will eventually go in
the various local newspa-

pers. He reported that
Glenn Holton is investigating
getting a second phone num-
ber for the contemporary
church, and a different web-
site. Rick assured everyone
that the contemporary ser-
vice will be televised on
Braintree Cable (BCAM). All
the groups that meet in the
First Church building will be
solicited to attend the praise
worship service. Carl Francis
and Pastor Dick are sched-
uled to meet with Bob Cal-
dera - who is a contemporary
singer/songwriter who plays
the synthesizer - to talk
about using new musical art-
ists in our contemporary ser-
vice. Bob installed the sound
system equipment at Union
Congregational recently and
will also help us set up our
sound equipment for the con-
temporary service. We will
be upgrading the church’s
sound system in the Fall.

The Walk for Interfaith So-
cial Services will be held
Sunday, April 26, at 1:00
p.m., but the start and finish
point is at 5t. Thomas Aqui-
nas Hall in Houghs Neck,
Quincy, this year. There will
be shuttle buses for those
who cannot walk far, or want
to ride the whole route. Pas-

tor Dick said this is an ex-
citing and busy time of the
year for our church.

Q\d/New Business: There
is a Potluck Supper and
viewing of the tape made
during David McCullough’s
visit toFirst Church in
September, 2007, on Sat-
urday, May 2, at 6:00 p.m.
There was discussion about
whether participants
should bring their own
plates and cutlery to help
the environment.

Pastor Dick gave a closing
prayer. The meeting ad-
journed at 8:22 p.m.

Respectfully submiffed
Joanne Durham
Church Clerk

The next Leadership
Team meeting is
Wednesday,

May 6, 2009 at
7:00 p.m.
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Quarterly Meeting
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Minutes

Sunday, April 5, 2009
Quarterly Meeting was
called to order at 10:55 a.m.
A quorum of 23 people was
present. Moderator Rick
Durham opened with a
prayer.

Treasuwrer's Report: Diane
Francis, Treasurer, gave the
Treasurer's report covering
through March 31, 2009.
We have covered 25% of
the year as of this date.
Pledges are on target at
31%. Offerings are ahead
at 36%. But giving for flow-
ers is low - only 11% - and
needs to be encouraged. To-

tal budgeted income stands
at 24%.

Trustees: Carl Francis,
Chair, thanked everyone who
volunteered at the all-
church clean-up on April 4 to
make it a success. He also
thanked Boy Scout Troop
#22 for the work they did
in the playground and yard,
as well as pulling the bushes
out in the parking lot. Carl
acknowledged the anonymous
gift to have lawn care main-
tenance, and Don Whitney
for mowing the lawn all sea-
son as a gift to the church.
Carl reported that Carole
Morse informed him that

Mr. Ed Hettstrom, nephew of
Mr. Armen Milton, who owns
30 Stedman Avenue, had
called the church to let us
know we'll have first option
on buying the house if and
when it comes up for sale.
Glenn Holton said we have
borrowed $10 000 from the
church’s investments and can
only borrow $5,000 for the
rest of the year. Most of
the expenditures went to pay
for heating infrastructure
improvements, and there are
fewer members of the Hugh
Adams Society to support
that fund. The church is col-
lecting quotes and eventually
will buy a much better sound
system. The Trustees put a
motion to the congregation
that the Trustees be au-
thorized to borrow an addi-
tional $10,000 - if needed
- which was approved unani-
mously .

Contemporary Praise Wor-
ship Service: The Moderator
reminded the congregation
that they authorized the
Leadership Team to explore
and research the creation of
a separate contemporary
praise worship service at the
Quarterly Meeting in Novem-
ber 2008. Pastor Dick and
the Leadership Team have

done so. A contemporary
service is prepared to launch
on Saturday, April 25, at
5:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
Pastor Dick provided more
details on this saying the
praise team will be called
"South Shore Praise Team”
and the worship itself will be
called "South Shore Praise.”
Commitments from Hanson,
Holbrook, and other
churches to support us have
comein. All costs are off-
budget as Lloyd Thompson's
memorial fund and the
Fourth Century Fund are be-
ing tapped. Expenses include
publicity and a new sound
system. It will take a full
year to get this servicetoa
self-sufficient position. Pas-
tor Dick said he was meeting
Stephen Christian tonight.
Mr. Christian, son of Rev. Leo
Christian, is a pastor with
ten years experience in
youth ministry, and is seek-
ing a part-time situation to
plant a new church. It would
be ideal if the contemporary
service could meet weekly,
since it potentially could be
twice the size of our current
traditional service. Bob Cal-
dera, a gifted

singer/songwriter is seeking
(Continved on page 7
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(Continved from page &)

a church tobelong to, and
could be a good fit for this.
Now our church can respond
to the changing demograph-
ics of the South Shore.
BCAM will air this service on
TV. The new sound system
will improve the sound of the
traditional service, and will
be better when we have our
own mixer. A Motion to of-
ficially create and launch a
separate contemporary
praise worship service was
made and approved unani-
mously.

Rejoining the United
Church of Christ: Pastor
Dick reported that the Na-
tional Association of Congre-
gational Christian Churches
(NACCC) does mot have the
full access to interns, assis-
tant pastors, lay teachers,
support groups, etc. that the
United Church of Christ
(UCC) does. Recently Rev.
Dale Hempen of the UCC's
Plymouth Association met
with the Leadership Team of
the church and Pastor Dick
to share what membership
entdils and what resources
they offer. Payment tobe-
long is only based on services
rendered; we are not at-
tached to their structure.
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We were a UCC church in the
19505 and, in fact, more than
400 churches in Massachu-
setts have UCC membership
(vs. 34 in the NACCC). But 28
years ago, Rev. Workman had
us terminate our membership.
This means we've lost access
to resources and people. They
have a training center in Fram-
ingham for lay as well as cleri-
cal leadership training. A Mo-
tion to invite Rev. Dale
Hempen to give a presenta-
tion to the congregation at
the next quarterly meeting
was passed unanimously.

New Business: Pastor Dick
reminded everyone that the
internationally famous Black-
wood Gospel Quartet will kick
off its New England tour at
our church on Thursday, April
30. Heinvited everyone to
bring family and friends to
this benefit concert that will
aid Interfaith Social Services.
Joanne Durham, who serves on
the Christian Education team,
informed the congregation
that Janet Holton and she
have decided to start anew
class in the fall for children
aged 2.9 - 5 years old which
will have a greater emphasis
on Bible stories. It turns out
that there are at least six
children who are in this demo-

graphic, and their needs are
very different than the cur-
rent 8-10 year-olds in Sun-
day School. Glenn Holton en-
couraged everyone to give
Carole Morse more and rele-
vant information on the
church and its ministries so
she can enhance the news-
letter.

The meeting ended at 11:50
a.m. Pastor Dick gave the
closing benediction.

Respectfully submiffed
Joanne Durham
Church Clerk
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Become
Part of
Ot

oo
Church
Family

New Members 1o Be
Received

We will be receiving new
members into our church
family very soon. If you are
interested in joining First
Church, please speak with
Pastor Dick.

Faith's Journey
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