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Faith’s Jaurney
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Timne 15 a stage. Across its span of minutes and
millennia, God and Batan, angels and demons, men

and women enact the drama of existence. The stage FJEJLFIJ%EIJE
doesnot determine the plet or the passion of the

actors. The stage 15 coldly mdifferent; it lends itself PASTOR
to murder and to love with heedless mmpartiality. -—

It 15 sheer folly to say that time will heal Within time, wounds may heal —or
they may fester Time may seethings grow better or worse, and whichever
direction they take, time itself cannot and will not do anything about thermn

COn the stage of time, great achievements have been made. “We have cures for
many ofthe old killers —pneumoria, smallpox, perttonutis, diphtheria. But
time did not providethern Mor will time cure cancer or old age. And i 13
sheer nonsense to think of time as the therapist who will rid us of hatred and
greed and lust, the deep-rocted cause of most of our ills.

An unseen Physician does move acrossthe stage With him there 15 healing
for most of the wounds of earth, a radical healing for our elemental illness,
sin and guilt. Already he has put to rout the ancient tormentor, Satan. This
he did on a cross outside the city gates of Jerusalem Mo longer do we
human beings have to love darkness rather than light. We are free to seek the
Physician and be healed

But the Physician will not force his cure. He refuses to manipulate us mto
unsuspecting healing. Gently, through the prodding of his Word, he helps us
realize the root of cur misery. He leads us through the corridor of repentance
into the place of healing, where grace with its forgmweness surges through us
with newness of life. When God meets us, and turns us around, there 15
healmg and hope and joy. Aswe prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, let’ s be
truly grateful for what Jesus has done (and continuesto do) for us
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