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First Congregational Church
of Braintree
““Notc jusc good works, buc God works!’*’
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First Church Inducted Into UCC

On October 8, 2009,
nine members of First
Congregational Church
of Braintree, including
Pastor Dick Hotchkin
and Moderator Rick
Durham, traveled to the
Pilgrim Church of Dux-
bury to attend the An-

nual Fall Meeting of the |Our group at the UCC wote and induction on Oct.
Massachusetts Confer- |8 Frontrow: Lucile Baker, Priscilla Belcher, Bev

N — Roffo, Grace Reinelt, Maggie Trudel
ence Pilgrim Association |gack row Toni Hotchkin, Pastor Dick Hotchkin,

of the United Church of |Pilgrim Association Head Pastor Dale Hempen,
Chr"iﬂf. Ther'e‘-, meerEI"S Rick Durham, Joanne Durham

gathered from 15 UCC churches from the Massachusetts South
Shore voted unanimously to accept First Congregational Church of
Braintree into the ranks of the UCC. The vote was followed by a
twenty minute induction ceremony and dinner. We were welcomed
warmly as new members by all.

On Sunday, December 6, 2009, at our morning worship service, Pil-
grim Association Head Pastor Rev. Dale Hempen, and Pilgrim Asso-
ciation Moderator Bob Gowdy will lead our congregation in another
induction ceremony, accepting membership into the United Church
of Christ. Having the UCC as our new "Big Brother” will open many
avenues for our church, such as leadership training, Christian Edu-
cation, interns, and other support services. We will still retain mem-
bership in the NACCC, maintaining a dual membership, as many Con-
gregational churches do.
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First Church Talks Turkey Once Again

Again this year, First Church is a collection/drop off site for turkeys
for Interfaith Social Services' annual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive.
Frozen turkeys 10-12 Ibs. (approximately) are needed more than ever
this year for the many families who come to ISS for help. They can
be dropped off at the church any week day from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
or on Sunday mornings. Cash equivalent donations are accepted as
well; please make checks payable to First Congregational Church.
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In 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, the Apostle Paul writes, "Now there are varieties
Framthe of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the

I i __; same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God
é’f&“‘i who activates all of them in everyone.”

I Most of us have grown up in what we may call normal Christendom, in the
traditional churches. As a consequence, we may be less than tolerant of that part of the
Lord's family that goes to "excesses” of one kind or another. We must remember that
the Lord has a big family. Some worship him in stately reserve, some with unrestrained
enthusiasm, some in quiet meditation.

Most of us recognize that a congregation can sometimes become so staid, so orderly, and
so cautious that warmth and enthusiasm are hard to come by. On the other hand, it
would be nonsense to abandon our long traditions in the ndive hope that the Holy Spirit
can do His work only by radical change in forms. It is equally important not to look down
our noses at churches and groups that respond to the Lord in more uninhibited ways than
we. The Holy Spirit blows where He wills. He has more than one way to meet our needs.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dick
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Church Family and Friends are Welcome to Hear Mayor Sullivan

On Tuesday, November 17, 2009, at 8:00 p.m., Braintree Mayor
Joseph Sullivan will address the Sodalitas Club. All members of

the church family and friends are cordially welcome to attend. GU E S T

The Sodalitas business meeting will be held 7:30-8:00 p.m., prior

to the presentation. Refreshments will be served afterwards. SPEAKER
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Holiday Fair

Satunﬁxy, Nov. 7, 2009 9:00 am to 2:00 p.m.

Homemade Pies —Paked (roods—Soup Mixes
Pmerican Girl Doll Clothes

Face Painting

Holiday Paskets—Silent Auction
Tea Room
Knitting—JTewelry—MNeedlework
Poy Scout Table

Snack Bar

“Carole’s Creations”

Homemade ©aked Beans
Christmas Decorations

Adtic Treasures—White Elephant
Pooks —Plants —Candy
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Organ Conceri
Sunday, November 22, 2009 3:00 p.m.

Invite your family and friends to a fall recital of organ music on Sunday, No-
vember 22, 3:00 p.m., here at First Church. Our own Dr. Paul Kaatrud, Music
Director, will play. Dr. Kaatrud is a Fellow in the American Guild of Organists,
and has a Masters degree in Organ Performance from Northwestern Univer-
sity.

The organ at First Church was built by the Austin Organ Company of Hart- ” H[]I H“ [:[”] [:[ I”
ford, Connecticut, and installed in 1963. It is one of the largest pipe organs

on the South Shore, with 47 ranks (sets) of pipes and 2,742 individual pipes. Last year saw a
major repair and refurbishing of the organ by the Outerbridge Organ Company of Beverly, MA.

The instrument is a fine example of the American Classic organ, which has a broad variety of
tonal colors that facilitates a wide range of musical styles. The recital will demonstrate the
versatility of the organ with works from the 17th to the 20th century, representing five na-
tional cultures: Dutch (Sweelinck), Italian (Frescobaldi), German (Bach), French (Franck &
Vierne), and American (Bingham). Included in the program will be a set of arrangements of well-
known American hymn tunes. The recital is free and open o the public with an opportunity to
donate fo the Organ Fund.
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