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First Congregational Church
of Braintree
‘“Not justc good works, butc God worlks!’’
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“Big Kids" Sunday School,
inew Pre-5School, and
‘Nursery all begin Sunday, &2,

|Sep1'ernber' 20 ks
Special celebration with balloons, \““.:.\
. cake, and ice cream to follow after-

| \wards at 10:30 am inLower Parish ¢
. Hall

'You spend an enormous amount of time and money developing your

. children and grandchildren through education, sports, and other ac-
i tivities, but what about their spiritual lives? What about their abil-
ity to make smart choices and understand God's world?

|Bring them to church on September 20! The Christian Ministries
‘team is of fering a "Big Kids"” Sunday School for elementary school-
|aged children. Bible lessons, prayer, arts and crafts, puzzles, art,
rand music will be integrated with a curriculum focusing on lessons

| from the Bible.

. The newest addition at First Church this year is Pre-Sehoel Sunday
|$=hml - which of fers a focus on God's creation with Bible stories,
creative play, games, art, and music for children aged 2.5 through 5
lyears-old. Housed on the second floor - near the Nursery Room -
‘children will have a bright and airy space to learn with each other.

. The Nursery will provide infants through 2.5 years-old a safe and
‘nurturing environment. We are grateful for the time and expertise
.Diane Francis will give to our youngest children during the 2009- 2010
|ye:ar*.
' If you have questions about Sunday School or Nursery, please con-
|tact the Church Office at 781-843-3616. We'll see you and your
-children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and neighbors on Septem-
|ber 20!
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supplies.

&, Elm Street Lawn & Garden Clean-up
YOU ARE NEEDED!
The Board of Trustees is hosting a Wark Day to spruce up the church

grounds and building on Saturday, September 12, from 8:30 a.m. to

CHURCH "neen. Refreshments, and the joy of making our church grounds beauti-
WORKDAY ful, are offered. Please bring rakes, gloves, garden tools, and cleaning

Everywhere we turn, we run
into rules, laws, or command-
ments. Some of them are
made by God, some by peo-
ple. All of God's rules are
good; most rules made by

people are good.

Everything that God made in
the universe is governed by
rules, which are sometimes
called the laws of nature.
Everything in nature, from
galaxies to insects, follows
these laws automatically or
instinctively. Human beings
alone have the freedom to
obey or disobey. We alone
can rebel.

In the Garden of Eden, God

gave Adam and Eve a com-
mandment which they dis-
obeyed. This was the begin-
ning of a long history of hu-
man disobedience and rebel-
lion.

Much later, God gave the Ten
Commandments. Moses was
leading the people out of
their bondage in Egypt. They
were stranded in the desert,
dissatisfied and rebellious.
God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments to govern the
people. The Commandments
contain the basic principles

for those who want to know
the will of God.

The fact is that none of us
can obey the Commandments
perfectly, no matter how
hard we try. God knows this.
God gave us the Command-
ments to show us human be-
ings our desperate situation.
God knows that we shall face
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God's judgment, guilty and
condemned. God knows that
we will have to cry out for
mercy and for forgiveness.
And God has made provision
for just that need.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
became a man, became our
brother, and obeyed the will
of God perfectly. Jesus died
on a cross for us togive us a
right to be God's restored
and pardoned children. This
is the heart of the Bible's
message to us.

The Spirit of the Living Lord
is actively at work at First
Church. Come and see.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Dick
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First Voice of Freedom in Massachusetts

to be Re-enacted in Braintree!
"John Adams,” "Judge Samuel Niles," and other prominent Patriots will |
return to Braintree to re-enact the most famous day in Braintree's his-
tory - the Annual Presentation of The Braintree Instructions by Mas-

sachusetts Patriot John Adams to Braintree Town Meeting--on Sunday, |
September 13, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. on the original site, now First Congre- |
gational Church.

] ) . ] ] "Tohn Adams" reads
The Braintree Instructions was the first united voice of freedom from | e graintree In-

taxation in Massachusetts leading up to the American Revolution. In
reaction to the tyrannical passing of the Stamp Act in March 1765,
Braintree's Town Meeting appointed a committee of five to draft an official protest, called
The Braintree Instructions, to be presented to Ebenezer Thayer, Representative to the

structions,

General Court of Boston. The Brainfree Instructions, written by
29-year-old attorney John Adams, was read on September 24,
1765, at Braintree Town Meeting, held at the Middle Parish Meet- ==
ing House on Elm Street (now First Congregational Church), and was [

approved without dissent.

The re-enactment ceremony is being organized by the Town of
Braintree, the Braintree Historical Society, Thayer Public Library,
and First Congregational Church. The Braintree Militia, Boy Scout
Troop #22, VFW, DAV, and the American Legion are among those

Three gentlemen from Brain-
tree.

who have been invited to participate in the ceremony. Admission is free.
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From Our Emajl

My father, Kenneth A. Lyons was bornin
1923 and was baptized at the First Congre-
gational Church of Braintree. In 1932 he re-
celved his first Bible from this church. He
has been a member of the church for over
50 years which indluded him being assistant
Treasurer of the church for a number of
years. He died in Titusviille, Florida and his
ashes will be interred on October 3rd at
10:00 a.m. at Blue Hills Cemetery in Brain-
tree, MA. Friends and family are invited to
attend For directions to the burial, meet at
the cemetery office across from the ceme-
tery. Sara Papetti
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Get Your Newsletter Right at Your
Desk!

With the cost of paper and postage constantly
going up, why not get your newsletter right on
your computer? Just send us your email ad-
dress: we'll add you to the distribution list to
receive your monthly newsletter directly to
your computer as a simple-to-open and print
PDF file. All you need is Adobe Reader which
can be downloaded free from the Adobe web-

site. And we promise; m%
Sign up for our

we will NEVER give
& eusierTes

anyone.

your email address to
First Congregational Church







