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First Congregational Church
of Braintree
Mot just good works, butd God works!’"’
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DON'T MISS THIS ONE!

LIVELY SUMMER CONCERT TO
BENEFIT |

INTERFAITH SOCIAL SER‘JICESi

Invite family and friends for a lively sum--

7:30 p.m., to benefit Interfaith Social Ser-

The Woods Tea Co. The Woods Tea (o is:
| a musical group that defies categorization. |
‘Members perform bluegrass, Celtic tunes, sea shanties, and folk:
|snngs with equal ease and skill. In concert, the group draws on a wide|
‘variety of musical experience and expression. Members employ as:
!muny as a dozen different instruments from banjos, bouzoukis and |
‘bodhrans, guitars, ukulele, and hammered dulcimer. The Vermont:
based group tours the country offering a mixture of lively and dry |
'New England humor. The award winning band has been featured at '
|L|ncn|n Center, The Chautauqua Institute, National Public Radio and|
‘on over 150 public television
'stations throughout the
‘U.5.A. Tickets con be or-
!der'ed by calling the office at
'781-843-3616:

+ 2 $15.00 general admission
| & $10.00 for students
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Note: Church Office Closed July 2—July 7
The church office will be closed for business July 2 - July 7.

If you need to speak to someone, please call the church and leave
a message on the answering machine. Pastor Dick will be checking
the machine frequently throughout that time.

A military
T the chaplain
T . was visiting
A=/ a captain
5 who was re-
covering

from what had seemed cer-
tain death. The captain
said, "Padre, tell me what
God is like. Now that I am
told that I will recover and
live, I must know what the
Big Boss of lifeis like.”

We need not guess what the
"Big Boss” is like. God has
been among us. Jesus is the
"Big Boss” of life. He says,
"All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to
me.” Jesus is the ruler of
the universe. In the lan-
guage of the Aicene Creed,
he is “"God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very
God.”

Sometimes Jesus is called
our high priest, sometimes
our prophet, sometimes our
king. In the Old Testament,
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the high priest offered sac-
rifices for sins of the people.
Jesus, as high priest, of-
fered up himself as the one
great sacrifice for the sin of
the world. Also, in the Old
Testament, there were
prophets who were teachers,
telling of God and God's will.
Jesus, as prophet, not only
teaches us about God and
&od's will, but Jesus reveals
&od in himself, endless in
love and mercy.

Jesus is not like other rulers,
hidden within some well-
protected office. Heis at
our elbows, nearer than the
air we breathe, always ready
to hear us and help us. Jesus
is at once ruler and friend.
But let us not forget that he
is the ruler, the king, of eve-
rything. Jesus is the king
who has come down into the
created universe, down to
humanity, and come up again
in his resurrection, pulling us
up with him.

The storyis told of a young
king who made a tour through
his kingdom. In one of the
villages, his eye caught the
eyes of a beautiful peasant
girl. Back in the palace, he
could not forget her. He had
fallen in love with her. Now,
what would he do - go back to
the village and ask her to be
his wife, to become the
queen? He did not dare do
that. He thought to himself,
“She will be shocked, over-
come in awe or fear.” But he
did not want her awe or fear.
He wanted her love. S0, he
disquised himself, returned
as a peasant, and won her
love. Only then did he tell
her that he was king. In
much the same way, Jesus
came as one of us, won our
love - and now rules the
world.

Have a wonderful summer.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dick
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Leadership Team

Minutes

Woednesday, June 17, 2009
Meeting was called to order
at 704 p.m. Attending
were Lucile Baker, Priscilla
Belcher, Joanne Durham,
Rick Durham, Pastor Dick
Hotchkin, Grace Reinelt,
and Diane Francis.

The Moderator opened the
meeting with a prayer. A
moment of sharing was of-
fered. Grace Reinelt vis-
ited Ruth Jolls at John
Scott Nursing Home, and
reported she was in a
wheelchair and asking about
her friends at the church.
Grace also reported that
Norma Johnson and her
daughter had recently vis-
ited Ruth. A wonderful ar-
ticle by Trina Higgins about
her mother, Norma John-
son, was on the front page
of the Brainfree Forum this
week.

Minutes: The Minutes from
the May 6, 2009, L eader-
ship Team meeting were
unanimously approved.

Diaconate: Grace Reinelt
said the membership list is
being culled and carefully
reviewed tosee if they
have come to church or fi-

nancially supported the
church during the post few
years. After review, about
150 members are on the
membership list. This af-
fects quorums and the num-
ber of people assigned to
shepherd lists, allowing more
personal contact since the
lists will become smaller.
The recommendation is no
more than 12 people on a
shepherd list. New contact
cards listing the church con-
tact information and mission
statement are being ordered
for the sanctuary pews,
which visitors can pick up
and take home.

Trustees: Trustee Lucile
Baker reported the Trus-
tees announced the summer
session of Lollipop’s one-
room schoolhouse is in ses-
sion for 8 weeks. Plumbing
(pipe replacement) work is
needed in the upstairs rest
rooms. The playground re-
furbishment planning is un-
derway, with the church of-
fering to pay up to one-third
the cost or $1,000. Sexton
Terry Weldon is researching
the new ground cover for
the playground. Pastor Dick
said that the Trustees were
contacted by Harvard Uni-
versity about two operatic

singers wanting to do a con-
cert on Friday, August 7.

Sodalitas: Joanne Durham
said the Flea Market held
on May 30, went well but
she didn't have the final fi-
nancials from the Treasurer
yet. Carole Morse will be
contacted within amonth to
produce their 2009-2010
directory, once the Pro-
gramming Chair finishes her
bookings. QOutreach to the
other church women in the
Braintree area will be a pri-
ority.

Christian Education:
Joanne Durham reported
that she and Janet Holton
would meet in the coming
weeks to plan the 2009-
2010 year for Sunday
School. Rally Day will be
either September 13 or
September 20.

Missions: Grace reported
that the Missions Commit-
tee met recently and rolled
pennies. They are planning
some fundraising events
such as selling baked goods
at the church on a busy
weeknight this fall. They
also want to have an Ice
Cream Social. They may

also have a potluck supper
(Continved on page 4)
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(Continved from page )

with donations to Missions
onh October 23 or October
30 with a speaker.

Treasurer's Report:
Treasurer Diane Francis re-
ported that as of May 31,
we were on target with ex-
penses and income. She
thanked Pastor Dick and
Carole Morse for helping
her prepare for the audi-
tors.

Vacation Coverage: Pastor
Dick has not finalized his
summer vacation plans, but
he will need coverage while
heis at Church Camp, and
probably the week after
(August 23, 30). Possible
guest speakers in the pulpit
when he is away were men-
tioned such as Trustee Carl
Francis, Russ Peck, Jr., Ar-
thur Curtis, and Rich Dur-
ham.

Pastor's Report: Pastor
Dick reported Lindsay
Belcher is getting married
in our church on October 3
(grandniece of Priscilla
Belcher). Also, the Woods
Tea Company is performing
in the sanctuary on Friday,
July 17. A short video clip
of this professional musical

group was shown to the
Leadership Team. Pastor
Dick reported that Dot Kei-
gan had knee replacement
surgery. Dee Watson had a
bad fall while working on the
floor in one of the class-
rooms at church. Pastor Dick
called 9-1-1 when this hap-
pened, and she spent a few
hours in the hospital. It
brought to fore the need for
the church to have contact
names and phone numbers of
church members’ next of kin
which Administrator Carole
Morse could file in the of-
fice. Sarah Shepherd, who
attended the Rotary concert
in our church recently, may
be joining our church this
fall. Sheis musical and does
website design. He reported
that Sarah Sciascia may be
Joining, too. Braintreeis
starting a weekly "Farmer’s
Market” beginning on June
27, through the end of Octo-
ber at Town Hall 5quare and
is supported by Sustainable
Braintree. First Congrega-
tional Church has reserved
the “Community Table” on
October 10.

New Business: Rick Durham
announced that the Brain-
free Instructions re-
enactment was tentatively

scheduled for September
27, and Heritage Day at
the Braintree Historical
Society is on September
20. More information will
be forthcoming.

Pastor Dick gave a closing

prayer. The meeting ad-

journed at 8:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Joeame Durbam,
Chureh Clerk

The next Leadership
Team meeting is
Wednesday,

August 26, 2009 at
7:00 p.m.
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Quarterly Meeting

Minutes
Sunday, June 7, 2009

Quarterly Meeting was
called to order at 10:43 a.m.
A quorum of 23 people was
present. Moderator Rick
Durham opened with a
prayer and welcomed special
guest Rev. Dale Hempen
from the Pilgrim Association
of the United Church of
Christ.

Treasuwrer's Report: Diane
Francis, Treasurer, gave the
Treasurer's report covering
through May 31, 2009. We
have covered 50% of the
year as of this date.
Pledges are on target at
49%. Offerings are chead
at 54%. Rentals are ahead
of budget by 20%. Total
budgeted income is at 47%
or (-14%) under plan. Op-
erations expenses are at
50%.

Trustees: Carl Francis,
Chair, reminded us that the
church had voted in January
to approve $46,000 in defi-
cit funds for the annual
budget, of which $25,000
was approved for immediate
spending. We have spent
$18.000 of this, and the
$7,000 left will not get us

through the summer's ex-
penses. The Trustees there-
fore move that the congrego-
tion approve an additional
$15 000 to be made available
from the deficit funds to
cover these expenses. That
would leave the deficit bal-
ance at $6,000. The congre-
gation voted and the motion
was carried unanimously.

United Church of Christ
Presentation: The Moderator
introduced Rev. Dale Hempen,
head minister of the Pilgrim
Association of the United
Church of Christ. Rev.
Hempen then spoke at length
about the UCC and what
membership in the UCC can
provide to First Congrega-
tional Church. First of all,
the UCC shares a common
heritage, common worship,
and common liturgy. It has
an upside down relationship
whose base is the local
church. Itis NOT hierarchi-
cal. There are 39 Confer-
ences in the UCC nationally,
Massachusetts being the
largest. The Conferences
work with the National of fice
in Cleveland, Chio. The rela-
tionships work in the form of
missions, budget, and setting
priorities. There are 11 As-
sociations in the Massachu-

setts Conference. Itisim-
portant to note that Ne-
tional speaks TO the Asso-
ciations, not FOR them. Vot-
ing is representational from
local to National. There are
80 churches in the Pilgrim
Association, based in Ply-
mouth, MA, of which Rev.
Hempen is the head minister.
It is as close to disorganized
religion as you can get, and
guarantees the autonomy of
the local church. Currently
the Pilgrim Association is
starting six new churches in
Massachusetts, one of them
Hispanic.

The UCC provides advan-
tages of Fellowship, Stew-
ardship, Christian Education,
Resources, and developing
Leadership. Many churches
have dual memberships with
the UCC, many Presbyterian,
and Methodist, as well as
Congregational. UCC mem-
bership is very compatible
with our NACCC membership.
Membership fees would be
$16 per member to the Mas-
sachusetts Conference, and
an additional $1 to the Pil-
grim Association, or $17 per
member per year. Members,
using a benevolence fund or

(Continved on page &)

Faith's Journey

Poge B




- - L] L] L] - - - -

(Continved from page 5)

incorporated into the church
budget, can pay this fee.
The question was asked if
there were any policies of
the UCC that might conflict
with the NACCC? The an-
swer was “"No.” The UCC
Covenant preserves the local
church’s autonomy. There
would be no difference or
conflict, since the NACCC
has no set policies. One con-
gregation member said,
"Nothing but positive things
can come from joining.” Rev.
Hempen stated that Union
Congregational Church in
Braintree has a dual mem-
bership, and the First Con-
gregational Church in Wol-
laston has a dual member-
ship. They recently under-
went a complete transforma
tion and renewal of ministry.
We would continue to sup-
port our membership in the
NACCC. Many churches no-
tionally retain dual member-
ship, which provide re-
sources from each organize-
tion.

Rev. Hempen then left and
the congregation opened dis-
cussion of the motion. It
was noted that First Congre-
gational Church originally

was a member of the UCC in
the 1950's. Then First
Church left the UCC at the
behest of a previous minister
who misrepresented the
LUCC’s position on many issues.
Over the past several dec-
ades, we have been an iso-
lated church. Renewed mem-
bership in the UCC can help
us with relevance, support
leadership development, and
provide us with a support
group already in place. We
will have access to further
resources.

Lucile Baker then made a
statement, saying that in his
speech tous, David McCul-
lough said “we must strive for
excellence.” She said that
Howard had served on the
Board of the UCC and fought
to retain our UCC member-
ship. Don Porter called the
motion to avote, where it was
carried unanimously. Carl
Francis then spoke, saying
the Trustees will meet in the
fall to discuss the form of
fees payment.

The meeting ended at 11:45
a.m. Pastor Dick gave the
closing benediction.

Respectfully submitfed
Rick Durham
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Many thanks fo the scoufs of
Troop 22 for alf their help
and support of the Sodalifas
Flea Markef on May 30
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Ruth Jolls greatly appreci-
ates the cards and visits to
her at the John Scott Nurs-
ing Home.
A very special thank you fo
aff our wonderful friends af
First Church who remem-
bered Norm with cards and
prayers during his recent
knee surgery. He is coming
along just greaf. We know
the power of praver!

Norm and Carole Morse

Save the Dafe:
Sunday, Sept. 27: Brain-

tree Instructions Re-
ehactment.

Saturday, Oct. 10: First
Church Community Table at
Farmer's Market at Brain-
tree Town Hall.

Saturday, Nov. 7: All
Church Fair

Watch upcoming buffetins
for Rafly Day and Missions
Programs in the fall
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