First Congregational Church
of Braintree
‘“Not justc good works, butc God worlks!’’
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_ o While Pastor Dick is on vacation this sum-
W 7o) mer, there is a very interesting group of
‘g % ﬂ'\% people who u‘eﬁf be leading and preadrf{y at
Sunday services. You won't want to miss

these special services. The schedule is
Sammen below:

DATE LEADER SPEAKER
July 4 Grace Reinelt Russell Peck, Jr.
July 11 Grace Reinelt Stephen Christian
July 18 Carl Francis Stephen Christian
July 25 A representative from
the Gideon's
August 1 Rick Doane, Exec. Dir.
ISS
August 8 Carl Francis Rev. Dr. Tom Richard
August 15 Priscilla Belcher Glenn Holton
August 22 Joanne Durham Rick Durham
August 29 Hymn Sing

As you can see, there are still blank spaces. It's not too late to sign
up to be a warship leader. Everything will be provided: all you need to
do is read and lead. Call the church office if you are interested.

Faith's J ourney
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CPECIAL NOTE:

While Pastor Dick is on vacation this summer, the church office

‘T EXCEPT the week of July 5-9 when Carole will be on vacation as

well.

If you need pastoral care during the summer, Rev. Michael Hal-
comb of Union Congregational Church, and Pastor Scott Killian at
South Congregational will be covering. If you have any other need
while the office is closed, please contact your deacon.

Addressing God in Psalm 8, the writer says, "You have given human be-
ings dominion over the works of your hands: you have put all things un-
der their feet." As far back as we have historical records, the human o
race has been both builder and destroyer. It may be difficult to meas- {

ure how well we have built. The population has expanded many times 1

over. Continents have been explored and developed. One secret after
another in nature has been uncovered and put to use. People have not been idle.

But every now and then, our world has exploded into violence and destruction. The years are
littered with wars. Nor has the record of our being good stewards of the earth been en-
couraging.

It would not be difficult to conclude that human beings are more destroyers than builders.
At times, we are like children who laboriously and patiently build castles of blocks, and having
looked at them awhile, on a momentary impulse, kick them all over the floor.

Despite these destructive spasms, we human beings have expanded so much that demand may
now exceed supply. If we are not careful in using what we have, and if God does not unlock
new secrets of available resources, there may not be enough food, enough clean air and wa-
ter, enough energy to support us.

God took a big risk in creating us and putting us here as stewards of the earth. God took an-
other risk when as God the Son he came personally o become a part of the enterprise and to
bail us out of an impossible situation by dying on a cross for us. What a staggering maneuver
of love and trust!

If we will but understand God's own stake in us and in the world and comprehend even in part
the love God has for us, out of sheer gratitude to God, we may yet have the wisdom and the
will to care for this earth - God's earth - and for one another, so that those who are yet to
come will possess some of the good life God has planned for us.

Have a wonderful summer!
Yours in Christ, Pastor Dick
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Qpdalitas Women's Club Eleete Officers for 2010-2011

restaurant in Weymouth.

The new officers for the 2010-2011: Committee Chairs:

President Diane Francis Programming
Vice-President Hope Gray
Treasurer Maggie Trudel Membership
Asgistant Treasurer Jane Elliott Christian Missions
Recording Secretary Lucile Baker Holiday Fair
Corresponding Secretary Dee Watson Publicity
Auditor Nancy Benjamin Devotions
Director Janet Simpson Hostesses
Sunsh ine
Telephone

you embark on another new season.

The Sodalitas Club was founded in 1912 to promote a spirit of Christian friendliness and
good-will among the women of the church and community. Open to all women in the church,
they held their annual meeting and banquet on Monday, April 26 at the Hearth and Kettle

Doris Baier (fall);
Joanne Durham (spring)
Dorigs Baier

Betty Rupp

Joanne Durham

Bev Roffo

Peg Bardsley

Helen Carlson

Adrienne Allen

Hope Gray, Peg Bardsley,
Jane Elliott

Congratulations to all the new officers and committee chairs; our prayers and well wishes as

' them up on the bulletin board in

Will you be visifing another church
while away on vacation this sum-
mere If so, bring back a copy of
the Sunday bulletin; we'll put all of

Lower Parish Hall so everyone can
see all the wonderful places
where we've been this summer!

And when you 're writing out those
postcards, send one fo the church
office; we'll post those, fool

Have a wonderful vacation!
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Quarterly Meeting

CQunday, June 13, 2010

The Quarterly Meeting began
at 10:44 a.m. with a quorum of
31 members present. Mod-

I erator Rick Durham gave an
opening prayer. Clerk Joanne
Durham read the Call to
Meeting.

Treasurer's Report: Treas-
urer Diane Francis reported
that no funds from invest-
ments had been touched dur-
ing 2010 thus far, in part due
to the generous rental income
of Miracle Time Ministries,
the new Brazilian church.
Pledges and of ferings were
down only 2% for the month
of May. Total budgeted in-
come was up by 24%. Total
expenses were down 17% for
the Month of May. She ex-
pressed cautious optimism
about the direction of the
budget. Rentals, however, do
decline during the summer
months, so she said the
$15,000 which the congrega-
tion approved at the Annual
Meeting to withdraw from re-
stricted funds may be needed
during the summer. She also
reported that the Dickerman
Society renegotiated the par-
sonage mortgage down £ of a
point, saving the church $140
per month. It was noted that
there is a one-room nursery

school rental during most of
the summer.

Trustee's Report: Chair of
Trustees, Carl Francis said
the other reasons the
church has not had to touch
the endowment funds is that
$8K was prepaid by mem-
bers at the beginning of the
year; the Hugh Adams Soci-
ety has contributed $10K:
Miracle Time Ministries has
contributed $5.5K thus far;
and the mortgage payment
was reduced. Carl reported
that the investment company
the church uses, UBRS, will be
restructuring our accounts
to our benefit in the near
future. Regarding our facil-
ity, he said the parking lot
drains need work. The Trus-
tees voted torebuild the
drains, a project which will
be overseen by Tom William-
son. The Parsonage has a
fuel tank problem which
needs tobe addressed. The
Lower Parish Hall would be
refurbished over the sum-
mer under the direction of
Lucile Baker at a cost not to
exceed $6,000. Carl asked
for Motion for the congre-
gation to allow the Trus-
tees to withdraw
$13,729.83 from re-
stricted funds to cover the
Parsonage payments for

the balance of the year.
The motion was approved
unanimously. The old pay-
ment was $1830.11. The
new payment beginning
June 1is $1,699.96. This
request would be added to
the $15K which the congre-
gation approved earlier this
year. Lastly, Carl Francis
added he was here on
Wednesday, June 9, to hear
Rev. Dale Hempen, Associ-
ate Conference Minister of
the Pilgrim Association of
the Massachusetts Confer-
ence of the UCC, talk about
the changes that needed to
be done in order fobe a
"Turnaround Church” and
was greatly encouraged.

Turnaround Boot Camp:
Moderator Rick Durham
said that eleven church
members attended the
"Turnaround Boot Camp”
June 4 and 5, in Framing-
ham with leaders Jim Grif-
fith, a national consultant
and head of the Griffith
Coaching Network, and Rev.
Paul Nickerson, Associate
Conference Minister of
Evangelism and Vitality for
the Massachusetts Confer-
ence. Rick said that they
described a decline-dive-
survive-thrive model. We
want to get into thrive
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mode. This is not your fa-
ther's church of 1955 where
church and American culture
were one and the same.
Churches that will thrive

I must change. Fifteen per-
cent of Americans have no
religion. How do we approach
the "mission field" that are
potential church members in
the community around us?
Get a Face book page and get
on Twitter? Improve the
website? According to the
United Church of Christ
(UCC), 100,000 churches
closed in the past decade.
2,483 churches are closing
each year in this decade. At
that rate, the UCC will be out
of business by 2032. Sev-
enty-five percent of current
Protestant mainline churches
are in decline or closing. The
need to recruit a leader with
energy and insight is critical.
The "mission field” is defined
as who is passing here?
Who's around us? We have
to go out and meet them;
they won't come to us any-
more. What are the methods
of reaching them? Can we
become our grandchildren's
church? Who will we be ap-
proaching? Will it be Asians,
Eastern block, de-churched
Catholics, Millennials? At
the boot camp they talked
about a church that was re-

started by the Youth Fellow-
ship's friends and their par-
ents; it now has 600 members.
Their pastor was out 20% of
the time - doing outreach at
the library, the hospitals,
Starbucks, the Rotary, the
baseball games. What is our
next step? Paul Nickerson
will address our congregation
this fall and give a condensed
version of his "Turnaround
Church Boot Camp” presenta-
tion. We need to complete a
church profile, and create a
pastoral parish committee.
Rev. Dale Hempen of the Pil-
grim Association of the United
Church of Christ will be lead-
ing us with our pastoral
search.

Car| Francis said that Jim
Griffith has planted many
churches and is a credible
source for us towork with.

He was concerned that today's
meeting was too focused on
change. What will not change?
Jesus Christ is Lord. We will
be in this building. He's very
excited that the UCC is ad-
vancing our case. Diane John-
son asked if we are still going
to be Congregationalists? The
Moderator said yes, abso-
lutely. Diane Francis said the

word "Congregational” could be

helpful in attracting others.
Trustee Glenn Holton said he

- L J - - ] L] - L]

attended the Turnaround
Boot Camp and found it to
be enlightening. He said
people used to naturally
come to church, but now
the church must go to the
people. Trustee Doris
Baier asked the question
of church competing
against sports events. A
second weekend service
could address this? Dee
Watson asked about the
liberalism of the United
Church of Christ. The
Moderator responded that
the UCC cannot force us to
be more liberal than we
are; they are a resource.
They will not lead us where
we don't want to go. She
said that if they are in-
volved in selecting ministe-
rial candidates for us,
what's to stop them from
pushing a liberal candi-
date? Rick said the con-
gregation makes the final
decision on who will lead us.
He added that a very se-
lect group of seminarians
are specifically trained in
church planting and reach-
ing new people.

Craig Barnes asked how we
will know how they are
spending our money. His
daughter joined a UCC
Methodist church - a real
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compromise. The Moderator
said he talked to Dale
Hempen at length. Few semi-
narians can actually turn
around churches. Paul Nick-
erson has planted over 20
churches Glenn Holton asked
what makes a church good?
We are self-governing.
Louise Thode said we have a
very active Fellowship that's
good at bringing others in.
Don Porter suggested that
the Youth Fellowship run
their own worship service -
perhaps monthly or quarterly
- to bring their parents and
others into the church.
Diane Johnson asked if we
would still offer a traditional
Sunday School, not some New
Age teachings. Glenn said
even as a turnaround church
we would not try things we
are completely uncomfort-
able with. But we need to
move forward and be welcom-
ing. Don Porter observed
that mega-churches are tra-
ditional, but use all new me-
dia.

Moderator Rick Durham said
that to get things rolling over
the summer, we have to ask
the UCC to become a desig-
nated "Turnaround Church.”
This will require that First
Church be transparent with
the UCC in our membership,

our financials, and our special
programs. Inreturn, that
designated status will make
available to us special coach-
ing, special leadership, possi-
bly funding, and put us at the
top of availability for new
Pastoral search ministers.
The Moderator asked for a
motion, First Congregational
church apply to the Massa-
chusetts Conference of the
UCC for the special desig-
nation as a "Turnaround
Church” which was seconded
and voted unanimously. Carl
Francis proposed a semi-
annual report to come out in
June, and be used as a re-
cruiting tool. It would be far
more relevant than the one
created in January 2010.
Doris Baier called for a mo-
tion that “trustees move
that a semi-annual report
covering January through
June 2010 be created.”
The motion passed unani-
mously.

Other Business: DonPorter
brought up the fact that we
are the only South Shore
church that starts at 9:30
am - a very early and diffi-
cult time for young people
and families to get to church.
He proposed we change the
starting time by 30 minutes
to 10:00 a.m. The Moderator
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said this is an issue which
makes sense, but would
need further review and
discussion in the fall when
there is more time for dis-
cussion.

Carl Francis said the Lower
Parish Hall will get a face-
lift over the summer. It is
long overdue for beautifi-
cation. The lowest bids to
replace the tiles came in at
$5,000 for purchase and
installation. Carl Francis
brought to the floor a
motion that the Trustees
be authorized to spend up
to $6,000 to renovate
Lower Parish Hall with do-
nations. The motion
passed unanimously. Carl
will write a letter to solicit
funds. Work will begin in
July. Chuck Bardsley asked
if anyone ever found the
leak that created the tiles
to lift up in the first place.
Glenn Holton said yes, a
heating pipe in the dumb-
waiter area had a leak.

Pastor Dick gave a closing
prayer. The meeting ad-
journed at 12:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne Durham, Clerk
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