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First Church Family Theater Presents

Vacerie Turson
"STories 'N SturF"

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2011
1:00 PM

VaLerie Tutson HoLDs A MASTERS DEGREE IN THEATRE ARTS
FROM BROWN UNIVERSITY AND HAS BEEN TELLING STORIES IN
SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, LIBRARIES, FESTIVALS, AND CONFERENCES
SINCE 1991. DRAWING HER STORIES FROM AROUND THE
WORLD, WITH AN EMPHASIS ON AFRICAN TRADITIONS,
VALERIE'S REPERTOIRE INCLUDES STORIES AND SONGS
LEARNED IN HER TRAVELS TO SOUTH AFRICA, HER
EXPERIENCES IN WEST AFRICA, AND STORIES FROM AFRICAN
AMERICAN HISTORY.

FREE and open to the public

B Bank

Americas Mast Converient Benk? Ve are grateful to TD Bank for sponsorship of these events

Sunday Worship and Church School 9:30 a.m.
Nursery Care Available
Rev. Leanne S. Walt, Pastor

Dr. Paul Kaatrud, Director of Music Carole Morse, Administrator
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FROM Dear Friends,

THE Since I was a ch.ild, advent .has always held a special kind of

PAS-I-OR mystery and holiness, far different and deeper than. any other

season of the year. In the weeks leading up to Christmas, I

would imagine that underneath the hanging garland, wreaths,
/-/V and ornaments on the tree, that beneath the handmade bows,

the snow covered neighborhoods, and the poinsettia-covered
altars was the most precious gift waiting to be revealed. There was a magical, holy
secret wrapped in the trimmings of Christmas. I believe that for most children who
grow up attending church, the magic of the Christmas season is not revealed on the
morning of December 25™ in the form of presents under the tree and a visit from Santa
Claus (who, for the record, always terrified me). Rather, they experience the spirit of
Christmas in the story of the little boy born in a manger because there was no room at
the inn or in the angel’s pronouncement that “I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people,” or in the candlelit sanctuary on Christmas Eve.

Discovering deeper meaning in the trimmings, stories, and sentiments of the season as
children can carry us through future Christmases that may not be so merry and bright.
What’s more, finding our way to the manger can teach us to believe that light and hope
can appear in the most unlikely places and in the most unbelievable ways.

I pray that this advent First Congregational Church may be a place where the children
in each of us can together dwell in the mystery and holiness of the Christ child ~ where
we can truly believe in the good when the world offers us the bad, in beauty when the
world appears ugly, in hope when the world begets despair, in peace when the world is
at war, in /ove when the world makes it so easy to hate. As we unwrap the Christmas
story in the coming weeks, may ours be a church where we are compelled to ask,
“What child is this?” of every beloved member of the human family.

What Child is this who, laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary.

In Faith, Rev. Leanne

FAITH'S JOURNEY December 2011






