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BRrREAKING NEWS! HE'S HERE!

We are so excited and happy to announce the birth of James Norman Walt
on Thursday, February 2 at 5:59 p.m., weighing in at 6 lbs. 7 0z. Mom,
Dad and baby are doing great. Our heartfelt prayers of joy and thanksgiv-
ing as we welcome this new baby, and witness the miracle of new life.
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WELCOME REV. ESTELLE MARGARONES

We are pleased to announce that Rev. Estelle Margarones will be with us
while Rev. Leanne is out on maternity leave. She begins with us on Sun-
day, February 12. Rev. Leanne will return from her leave on Sunday, May
6.

Rev. Estelle received her Master of Divinity
from Andover Newton Theological School.
She's a dynamic speaker who enthusiastically
illustrates the practical application of spiritual
truths. As a pulpit-supply minister, she's
worked as far southwest as Anaheim, Califor-
nia and as far northeast as Saco, Maine. A
strong sense of call to reach those who don't
attend church prompted Rev. Estelle to start the
inspirational web ministry,
Re":,ESteHevMargar‘?neS will | www. All ThingsArePossible.org (named for
T o ex Leamne | Matthew 19:26, “With God, All Things Are

- Possible”). She shares daily motivational mes-
sages at www. Twitter.com/PR4God. Rev. Estelle is a member of the New
England Women Ministers Association and the Braintree Clergy Associa-
tion.

Sunday Worship and Church School 9:30 a.m.
Nursery Care Available
Rev. Leanne S. Walt, Pastor
Carole Morse, Administrator
Molly Nason, Director of Children’s Ministries
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FROM Dear Friends,

THE The time has ar.rived in which I will be leaving you for sc.everal.
PAS—I-OR months to step into the waters of motherhood. I do so with a light
and peaceful heart, confident that our journey toward a more pro-
found and lived faith in God will continue with Rev. Estelle
//v through meaningful, vibrant worship services and the strong pas-

toral presence that she brings to this position.

Though I will not be with you physically in the coming months, I will be with you in
prayer. Since the beginning of Advent, a group of us from the congregation spent six
weeks reading about, contemplating, and discussing the subject of prayer. Around our
shared table circled many questions about prayer, reflections on prayer, and testimonies of
prayer. What I found most intriguing about our discussions is that whether or not we
agree or disagree about the purpose or efficacy of the activity of prayer and its desired
outcome, it nevertheless has the power to connect us to God and to one another. Through
articulating our deepest longings, joys, and concerns in the form of prayer, we are able to
reach new understandings about who we are, who God is, and how we relate to others.
The exercise of prayer can serve as a muscle to shift our perspective and increase our
awareness of realities beyond our own personal experience.

As I will be stepping away from the day-to-day life of the church, I will have the opportu-
nity to reflect upon our work as a body of Christ. I will do this through prayer, praying
for each of you individually and for First Congregational Church as a community of disci-
ples in the world. In Philip Yancey’s book on prayer, he writes that,

The act of prayer emboldens us to join the work of transforming the world

into a place where the Father’s will is indeed done as it is in heaven. We are

Christ’s body on earth, after all; he has no hands but ours. And yet to act as

Christ’s body we need an unbroken connection to the Head. We pray in or-

der to see the world with God's eyes, and to join the stream of power as it

breaks loose. ~ From Prayer, by Philip Yancey page 124)

I will pray in order to connect with the head of Christ and to see our church with God’s
eyes so as to join the stream of power as it continues to break loose among us.

Coming off our recent annual meeting, I would say that with the best of intentions, for
those engaged in the “ins and outs” of church operations and business, it is incredibly
easy to become so consumed by what we are doing for God that we miss the experience
of being with God. May these twelve weeks of worship with Rev. Estelle allow each of
you to be with God.

My prayerful blessing to all, Rev. Leanne
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SCOUT SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 5, 2012
l\_r _;} O:30 A.M.

Please join us on Sunday. February
5™ as we celebrate our long-
standing and proud partnership with Boy Scout
Troop 22 through a very special Scout Sunday
Worship service. The Scouts will be helping to
lead worship and offering a special reflection
on “What Scouting Means to Me.”

SOME SPECIAL THANKS
Have you noticed the WITH. ,

beautiful new curtains 4
hanging in Lower Parish qmzim e .
Hall? Special thanks to _

the ad hoc “Curtain Committee” Diane Porter,
Bev Roffo, and Lucile Baker for doing all the
work in getting these curtains. And especially
to Lucile Baker who made the valances. Be
sure to take a look: these curtains are just the
right finishing touch to our newly refurbished
room.

FUN AND GAMES FOR
SODALITAS IN
FEBRUARY

The Sodalitas Club invites all women of the
church to its February meeting and program on
Tuesday, February 28, 2012. The evening will
begin with a pizza supper at 6:30 p.m., a brief
meeting at 7:30 p.m., followed by games at
8:00 p.m. If you've never been to a Sodalitas
meeting and program, this might be a good
time to try it out! The club “seeks to promote
a spirit of Christian friendliness and good-
will among the women of the church and
community.” An informal evening of pizza
and games is a great way to get to know us!

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY

Our youth group is one of the most active in this area; all youth grades
6 through 12 are invited to join — and encouraged to bring along some
friends!

The schedule through February 26:

Sunday, February 5 — No meeting, Super Bowl Sunday
Sunday, February 12 — Volunteering at Father Bill’s Shelter in Quincy
Meet at FCC at 12:30 p.m., return at 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 18 — Band Night
5:45 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Friday. February 24— Saturday, February 25 - 30-Hour Famine
Begins 9:00 a.m. Friday, ends at 4:00 p.m. Saturday
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