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‘Not< jusc good works, buc God works!?’’

Braintree Day of Prayer

Thursday, June 2, 7:00 p.m.
at Sunset Lake

Join us around the gazebo at Sunset Lake as
various clergy from our town offer prayers for
our community, and musicians offer inspiring

selections.

If raining, we will gather at:
South Congregational Church
1075 Washington Street, Braintree
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A Note from Rev. Leanne

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.
~Luke 24:50-51

This year, Thursday, June 2™ is Ascension Day, a day that is often overlooked in the Christian
liturgical calendar. This festival marks Jesus' final departure from the disciples and his ascension
into heaven. I suppose that this is a widely unobserved liturgical celebration shouldn't come as
such a surprise. After all, from ashes and potlucks to the cross and the lilies, we have been busy
these days! Not to mention the fact that the image of Jesus magically floating up to heaven
above the disciples' heads like a big game of /ight as a feather, stiff as a boardis somehow
harder to conceive of than is the emptiness of a tomb.

In a wonderful book that I recently read, Have a Little Faith: A True Story by Mitch Albom (yes,
the same author who wrote Tuesdays with Morrie), he writes about humanity's universal fear of
dying a second death. The second death happens when our life, our work, our legacy, is forgotten.
In the book, Mitch asks his Rabbi and dear friend if dying a second death is avoidable. The Rabbi
answers that, yes, in the short run it is, but not in the long. Yet, the Rabbi continues, "This is why
faith is so important. It is arope for us all to grab, up and down the mountain. I may not be re-
membered in so many years. But what I believe and have taught - about God, about our tradition
- that can go on."

In some ways this weird levitation trick that Jesus pulls as he ascends into the heavens is his ef-
fort to avoid dying a second death. As he is being carried up into the clouds in the most unfor-
gettable fashion, Jesus tells the disciples, "you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). These parting words that Jesus offers shift
the focus of his ministry from himself to those who follow him. Jesus is no longer here to preach
the good news, heal the sick, serve the least and the last, and feed the hungry. This mission now
falls on the disciples, and it falls on us. Teresa of Avila writes a beautiful prayer about our call to
carry on Jesus' ministry though he has physically parted from this world:

God of love, help us to remember
that Christ has no body now on earth but ours,
no hands but ours, no feet but ours.
Ours are the eyes to see the needs of the world.
Ours are the hands with which to bless everyone now.
Ours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good.
~ Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)

In the act of his leaving this world, Jesus hangs a rope running up and down the mountain - from
God to humanity - for us all o grab. Jesus' ascension serves as a reminder of our call as a body
of Christ to ensure that he will never die a second death, that generations of our future ances-
tors will be able to grab onto the rope of our tradition, the rope of our faith.
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Interfaith Social
services

Firs¢ Annual
Anchors of Hope
Cruise

A twilight Boston Harbor
cruise to benefit impoverished
South Shore families

Beautiful views of Boston's his-
toric seaport and skyline are
guaranteed. The Voyager IIT
has an incredible amount of
outside viewing areas on vari-
ous decks, and ample inside
seating. Festivities include
hors d'oeuvres, a cash bar, si-
lent auction, and live entertain-
ment. Come support your
neighbors in need through an
enjoyable evening on the water.

When: 7:00-10:00pm, Thurs-
day - June 23, 2011

Where: Embarks from The
Fore River Shipyard Ferry Ter-
minal, 703 Washington St.
Quincy, MA 02169

Ship: Boston's Best Cruises' -
The Voyager IIT

Tickets: $45 per person if pur-
chased before June 1", $50
after June 1

Buy tickets online www.
interfaithsocialservices.orq
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First €hurch Congratu-
lates Recent Graduates

Brian Holton, son of Glenn and Janet
Holton and grandson of Priscilla
Belcher, graduates from Braintree
High School on June 4. He recently
received a $500 scholarship from the We're Froud @CYQQL
church and will be attending Univer-

sity of Massachusetts at Dartmouth in September. Brian at-
tended Sunday School and Church Camp, and has been an active
member and leader in the Youth Fellowship.

Alison Herlihy, daughter of Beth Herlihy and granddaughter of
Adrienne and Robert Allen, graduated from Emerson College in
Boston on May 16 with a bachelor's degree in Writing, Literature
& Publishing and a minor in History. Ali graduated from Thayer
Academy in 2008, and is well-known for all her medals in figure
skating.

Richie Durham, son of Joanne and Rick Durham, graduated Cum
Laude from Lafayette College (Easton, PA) on May 21 with a
bachelor's degree in Business & Economics and in Spanish. He
earned the Frank Kline Baker Spanish and Latin American Civili-
zation Award, and presented his honors thesis in Economics. He
is a member of Omicron Delta Epsilon (international economic
society) and Sigma Delta Pi (national collegiate Hispanic honor
society). Richie attended Sunday School and participated in
Youth Fellowship.

Sodalit¢tas Invites all Women "
to Informal Luncheon on
Friday, June 3

On Friday, June 3, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Lower Par-
ish Hall, Sodalitas will host an informal luncheon. Attendees
bring their own sandwich; the Board will provide beverages and
dessert. It is a wonderful informal way to meet other women
and share in Fellowship.

All €hurch Quarterly Meeting
Sunday, June 12, 2011
10:45 a.m. following morning worship

First Congregational Church







