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Prayer Shawl Ministry
Receives Firs¢t Shawl

Sally Galvin makes
firs¢ one

When Betty Rupp saw the article ask-

ing for knitters of prayer shawls, she

came to Rev. Leanne to ask her how she

could get one of these shawls for her

close friend, Judy DiPalma, who was
having a leg amputated. Not being a
nitter herself, she wasn't sure how to
| go about getting one. Rev. Leanne im-
mediately put her in touch with Sally
Galvin whom she knew was busy knit-
ting shawls. Several of our ladies are
now making them.

On the morning of June 22, Betty and Sally brought the finished shawl to
Rev. Leanne. The women prayed for Judy, Rev. Leanne blessed the shawl,
and Betty is now taking it to her friend who is recovering well from her
surgery.

Betty Rupp (L) and Rev. Leanne show of f
the beautiful prayer shawl that Sally
Galvin made for Betty's friend.

For nearly two decades, care and love of knitting (and crochet) have been
combined into a prayerful ministry that reaches out to those in need of
comfort and solace. Many blessings are knitted into every shawl with
prayers for the recipient. These prayer shawls are blessed and given
with love to those who are undergoing medical procedures, as a comfort
after a loss, commitment to marriage ceremonies, birthing, nursing a
baby, as a bridal shower gift, during illness and recovery; ministering to
others or just socializing.. There are endless possibilities!

If you are interested in learning more about our prayer shawl ministry
team at First Church, please contact the church office where we have
knitting patterns and crochet directions. Also, like Betty, if you are not a
knitter, but would like to give a shawl to a friend or loved one, please con-
tact Rev. Leanne.
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A Note from Rev. Leanne

In the prelude to the coming of Christ, John the Baptist commands the
Pharisees and Sadducees who had gathered in the wilderness of Judea to
"Bear fruit worthy of repentance” (Matthew 3:8). I imagine we have
heard this pronouncement many an Advent..and yes, I realize we find
ourselves in the midst of summer these days! Nevertheless, John's
words speak to us now more than ever.

PASTOR Although it can feel like a condemnation, the literal meaning of repen-

tance is "to change one's direction.” Or, you could even say, repentance

means to furnaround. Repentance is God's demand that we not simply go
through the motions, but that we are constantly involved in critical reflection and re-evaluation of
our selves in relation to the world. This process prepares us to receive Jesus and to follow Jesus
in the here and now, "for the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matthew 3:2).

That God calls us to turnaround should not come as a surprise, for such activity is evident within
creation itself. T recently came across a letter that a pastor wrote to his congregation upon his
leaving the church. In it he writes of his leaving as a turnharound that is likened to the everyday
turnarounds that occur all around us:

The turnaround is a basic part of the path of life: a trip to the store and back...
switchbacks up a mountain... you push the lawnmower this way and then that. Geese
migrate south, migrate north. Even the earth itself swings from winter to summer:,
pauses, and turns around. In the northern hemisphere, June 21, was the summer
solstice, the longest day of the year, the beginning of summer, the turnaround. In
the southern hemisphere, of course, it was the opposite turnaround.
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Turning around is part of the natural process of life. The letting go, the anticipation, the change,
is all held within the very order of God's creation.

Indeed turning around is a long and extensive journey. Yet, even on those days when it feels like
we're turning the Titanic, the fruits of our repentance, however small, remind me of the sweet
promise that God holds for our congregation. September will bring new and increased emphasis
on our children and youth ministries, outreach efforts to the surrounding community, and exper:i-
mental worship styles.

Have you heard the still small voice of God or perhaps the violent rushing wind of God calling us to
bear fruits worthy of repentance? Listen..for the kingdom of heaven is coming near...

Peace,
Rev. Leanne
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