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December 4, 2022                  Second Sunday of Advent                             9:30 a.m. 

PRELUDE                                           Still, Still, Still  
 The Holly and the Ivy                     

     Keith Ciccone, piano  
Ryan Shannon, violin 

    
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                 Rev. Michael Frady 
 
HYMN 1                                  O Come,  A ll Ye Faithful (v. 1,2,4)  

O Come, All Ye Faithful is dedicated  

in memory of Frances and Arthur Mirkin, Sr., parents by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin 

in memory of Paul & Jean Francis by Carl & Diane Francis 

in memory of Harold & Priscilla Belcher by Janet & Glenn Holton 

in memory and in honor of our grandparents by the Iantosca family 

in memory of Nona, Margaret & Father D. by Pat & Dick Jolls 

in memory of Richard and Shawn Hewson by Thomas, Tom & Mattie 

in honor of Pastor Michael Frady and Pastor Suzy Burba by Barbara Larsen 

in honor of special loved ones by Grace Reinelt 

in memory of my husband, Michael Roffo by Beverly Roffo 

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!  
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
 
Refrain: 
O come, let us adore Him;  
O come, let us adore Him;  
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

2 Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
[Refrain] 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy 
morning;  Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 
[Refrain] 



 CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                                     Rev. Suzy Aja Burba  
 

May your earth yield prosperity for everyone, O God.  
May the poor be defended, the oppressed delivered. 

May enemies live in peace. 
May no one hurt or destroy. 

      May all the world rejoice. 
 May we be agents of your joy and peace, for this is your  
 mighty vision for our world. 
      May timid hearts turn bold. 
 May we believe it can be so. 
 
HYMN  2 (v. 1,4,5)                               People Look East                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                     King/Gietman Family 
 

RESPONSE                              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (Verse 1)    
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear: 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O Israel. 

 

 

 

 

People Look East is dedicated  

in honor of Pastor Michael, Pastor Suzy,  

Valerie Johnson and First Church Choir  

by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin   

in memory of Harvey Lyons  

by Pastor Michael  

1 People, look East. The time is near of the 
crowning of the year. Make your house fair as 
you are able, Trim the hearth and set the table 
People look East and sing today.  
Love the Guest is on the way. 
 
4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one 
more light the bowl shall brim,  
Shining beyond the frosty weather, Bright as 
sun and moon together.   
People look East and sing today.  
Love the Star is on the way. 

5 Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
Him who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
With the word, the Lord is coming.   
People look East and sing today.  
Love the Lord is on the way. 



READING                                                                                 Kris Johnson  
 

HYMN 3                                          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming is dedicated  

in honor of Pastor Michael & Joyce by Susan & Ralph Altmaier   

in honor of all service men and women by Craig & Marcia Barnes  

in memory of Peter & Jean Boyle by Karen & Keegan Boyle & Rob Beaulieu  

in memory of Phyllis MacFarland, cherished friend by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin   

in memory of Joseph & Helen St. Cyr by Carl & Diane Francis  

in memory of Jim Lynch by Kris Johnson   

in memory of Elizabeth N. Pitt by Donna M. Levine    

in loving memory of my English pen pal, Dawn by Nancy Mills  

in honor of all my family —28 of us by Betty Ann Rupp 

1. Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming  
From tender stem hath sprung!  
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, 
As men of old have sung.  
It came, a flow’ret bright,  
Amid the cold of winter,  
When half spent was the night. 
 
2. Isaiah ’twas foretold it,  
The Rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, 
She bore to men a Savior, 
When half spent was the night. 

3. This Flow’r, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death  
He saves us, And lightens every load. 



READING                                                                                                             Barbara Larsen 
 

HYMN 4 (v.1,2,4)                    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

READING                                                                                                            Valerie Johnson 
 

HYMN 5                                     Angels We Have Heard on High     
 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear   

is dedicated  

in honor of Keith Ciccone  

by Susan & Ralph Altmaier  

in memory of Cheryl Mirkin Grabowski, sister 

by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin 

in memory of Don Young by Pastor Michael 

in memory of Ken & Prue Holton  

by Janet & Glenn Holton 

Angels We Have Heard on High is dedicated  

in memory of Dorothy McGrory by Don & Noreen Bisset   

in memory of Grace & Louis Ciccone, parents by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin  

in honor of Tommy Offutt by Carl & Diane Frances  

in memory of life-long friend Myrtle Garro by the Iantosca family  

in memory of Harvey Lyons by Pat & Dick Jolls 

in loving memory of parents, siblings & Godson by Nancy Mills 

in honor of great grandchildren by Grace Reinelt   

in memory of Peter Rupp by Betty Ann Rupp 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, that 
glorious song of old, from angels bending 
near the earth to touch their harps of 
gold: "Peace on the earth, good will to 
all, from heaven's all-gracious King."  
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear 
the angels sing.  
 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled, and still 
their heavenly music floats o'er all the 
weary world; above its sad and lowly 
plains, they bend on hovering wing,  
and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed 
angels sing.  

3 For, lo, the days are hast’ning on, by prophet 
bards foretold, When with the ever circling 
years comes round the age of gold; When 
peace shall over all the earth Its ancient splen-
dors fling, and all the world send back the 
song which now the angels sing. 

1 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly 
singing o'er the plains, and the mountains 
in reply echo back their joyous strains: 
 
Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
              Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?   
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be which inspire 
your heav'nly song? [Refrain] 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth 
the angels sing; come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the new-born King. [Refrain] 



The First Nowell is dedicated  

in honor of service men and women by Craig & Marcia Barnes  

in memory of John & Jennie Bisset by Don & Noreen Bisset   

in memory of loved ones by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin  

in memory of Bert Gietman by Thomas, Tom & Mattie 

in honor of my son—David & Dee Larsen and  

my daughter—Elizabeth & Mike Taylor by Barbara Larsen 

in honor of Maria by Jean and Bill Opie 

in honor of loved ones by Grace Reinelt 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                              Rev. Michael Frady 
                                                                  
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread,  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

HYMN 6                                                 The First Nowell 
 

1 The first Noel the angel did say  
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as 
they lay. In fields where they lay a keeping 
their sheep On a cold winter's night that 
was so deep.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
2 They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  
Born is the King of Israel. 

3 And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from the country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  
Born is the King of Israel. 



Hark the Herald Angels Sing is dedicated  

in honor of Pastor Suzy by Susan & Ralph Altmaier   

in honor of our friends and family by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin   

in memory and in honor of my mother Matula Brumis by the Iantosca Family 

in memory of the Johnson & Nielsen Families by Kris Johnson 

in honor of and in memory of the beloved members of the First  

Congregational Church Whitechapel Handbell Choir, past,  

present and future by Valerie Johnson 

in memory of Ruth & Dick Jolls by Pat & Dick Jolls  

 in memory of Ryan Darsch by Thomas, Tom & Mattie  

in memory of my husband, Dana Larsen by Barbara Larsen  

 in loving memory of my husband, best friend, Wayne by Nancy Mills 

in honor of First Church Family by Grace Reinelt  

READING                                                                                                                   Craig Barnes  
 

HYMN  7                                    Hark, The Herald Angels Sing 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing,  

“Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise,  

Join the triumph of the skies, 

With th’angelic host proclaim:  

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

2 Christ by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come,  

Offspring of a Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  

Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with man to dwell,  

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings,  

Ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by,  

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth,  

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  

“Glory to the newborn King!” 



I Saw Three Ships is dedicated  

in honor of Glenn Holton, by Susan & Ralph Altmaier  

in honor of first responders, physicians and nurses  

by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin  

in memory of Eli Levine, by Donna M. Levine  

Bring a Torch is dedicated  

in honor of Valerie by Susan & Ralph Altmaier 

in honor of all service men and women  

by Craig & Marcia Barnes   

in memory of Elizabeth “Aunt Libby”  

Wood Leahy, aunt  

by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin  

OFFERTORY INVITATION                                                                                             Jean Opie   
 

 

HYMN 8                              Bring a Torch Jeanette, Isabella             
 1. Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella 

Bring a torch, to the cradle run! 
It is Jesus, good folk of the village; 
Christ is born and Mary's calling; 
Ah! ah! beautiful is the Mother 
Ah! ah! beautiful is her Son! 

2. It is wrong when the Child is sleeping 
It is wrong to talk so loud; 
Silence, all, as you gather around. 
Lest your noise should waken Jesus. 
Hush! hush! see how fast He slumbers! 
Hush! hush! see how fast He sleeps! 

3. Softly to the little stable. 
Softly for a moment come; 
Look and see how charming is Jesus 
How He is white, His cheeks are rosy! 
Hush! hush! see how the Child is sleeping; 
Hush! hush! see how He smiles in his dreams. 

   

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures, here, below. 
Praise God, above, ye heav’nly hosts.  
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Thank you, God, for the privilege of sharing your bounty with those in need.  
Thank you for prospering our work and witness.  We seek to walk in your light 
and follow the pathways where you lead.  We want to share the good news of  
salvation through these gifts and by the way we live.  May all your people be 
made ready for Christ’s coming.  Amen  

  
READING                                         Carl Francis 
 

HYMN 9                                                 I Saw Three Ships 

I saw three ships come sailing in on 
Christmas day, on Christmas day; 
I saw three ships come sailing in on 
Christmas day in the morning. 
 
And what was in those ships all 
three, on Christmas day, on Christ-
mas day? And what was in those 
ships all three, on Christmas day in 
the morning? 
 

The Virgin Mary and Christ were there, on 
Christmas day, on Christmas day; 
The Virgin Mary and Christ were there, on 
Christmas day in the morning. 



Joy to the World is dedicated  

in honor of granddaughter Yang by Susan & Ralph Altmaier  

in honor of all service men and women by Marcia & Craig Barnes   

in memory of our Godmothers, Charlene Franduto and Janice Bosley 

by Keith Ciccone & Rick Mirkin  

in honor of Brian, Jared, Rachel by Janet & Glenn Holton   

in memory and in honor of our parents by the Iantosca family 

in honor of FCC members & friends by Kris Johnson   

in honor of our grandkids, Austin, Kyle, Sammie, Izzy & Michael by Pat & Dick Jolls 

in memory of Helen & Edward MacDonald by Thomas, Tom & Mattie  

in honor of my 6 grandchildren: John, Katie, Anna, James, William & Benjamin 

by Barbara Larsen 

in honor of baby Audrey Xu by Nancy Mills 

In honor of Elijah & Will by Jean and Bill Opie 

in honor of grandchildren by Grace Reinelt 

in memory of my sisters: Marjorie, Lorraine and Marilyn by Beverly Roffo  

READING                                    Julie Mills 
 
HYMN   (v. 1,2,4)                                    Joy to the World                               Doug Trudeau 
 

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.  
 
2 Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love.  

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                          Ryan Shannon, Violin 

 
 



First Church Braintree Announcements    

Advent Devotionals 
The Devotionals have arrived!  They are in the back of the church. 
 

Youth Group     
 December 11 @ 11:30 am—all church Christmas caroling.   
 December 11 @ 3:00pm—Youth group Christmas party and Yankee 

Swap.  Please bring $10 toward food and a gifts for the swap (not to exceed $10.) 
 

Christmas Caroling! Next week-Sunday, December 11 @ 11:30am 

Join us on Sunday December 11 @ 11:30am as we travel to the homes of some of our  
members to spread some Christmas cheer.  We will depart from First Church at 11:30, 
make 5 stops to sing some Christmas songs and return by 2:30.   
 

Upcoming Meetings  

Thursday, 12/8 @ 10am - Prudential  
Thursday, 12/8 @ 7pm - Prayer Team 
Tuesday, 12/13 @ 7pm - Worship Team 
Tuesday, 12/20 @ 7pm - Leadership 
 
 

DCF Christmas Wish Lists 
Once again we are providing Christmas gifts 
for 15 children served by the DCF 
(Department of Children and Families)  If you 
wish to purchase a gift, please pick up a wish 
list from Mattie today.  Gifts should NOT be 
wrapped (gift bags are perfect) and returned 
NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 11th so they 
can reach the children in time.   
 

 

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 

Orders are now being accepted.   

The deadline to order is Wednesday, 12/7. 

 

 

 

The floral arrangement is given in memory of 

Grace & Louis Ciccone and Francis & Arthur 

Mirkin, Sr., by Keith Ciccone and Richard 

Mirkin, their sons. 

The next drive & drop food 

collection in on  

Wednesday, 12/7/2022 



 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER   

Please be sure to answer all 6 questions so we can properly acknowledge your gift in the program. 
Please clearly PRINT the names below exactly as you wish them to appear in the bulletin. 

 

1.  Given by:  (your name) ________________________________________________ 
     
2.  Check one:     ___  In Memory of        or          ___ In Honor of  

 
3.  Name (s) of Honoree: __________________________________________________ 
 
4. Choose color:     ___ Red            ___  White**         ___  Marble **  

(If marble isn’t available we will get pink) 
*We can not accept any orders for Marble/White Plants after 12/7. Late requests will be Red. 

 
 

5.  After it is displayed on the altar do you wish your poinsettia to be used as: 
 

    ___  A Gift to the Church (for distribution to homebound friends of First Church) 
 

 or  ___  For Personal Use   
 

     ___ I will pick it up after worship on Christmas Eve. 
 

     ___ Please deliver it to me at this address: _________________________ 
 

6.   Amount due:    # of poinsettias ______ x $13 each = $____________ 

 
Checks should be made payable to First Congregational Church of Braintree 
.  

Questions?  Call Deb in the office, Monday - Friday, 9:00-1:00. 781-843-3616. 

             CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 2022 

      The Beautification Team invites church members to  
         donate poinsettias for display in the Sanctuary on  

 
                 Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th.  
 
These flowers beautify our sanctuary for Christmas worship and 

are given as a tribute to memorialize or to honor loved ones.  If requested, 
plants will be delivered to you after the Christmas Eve service.   

 
All orders must be in by Wednesday, December 7th.  

  
We are purchasing our poinsettia plants from  

Almquist Flowerland.   
Each plant will cost $13.    



12 Elm Street, Braintree, MA 02184  781-843-3616  www.firstchurchbraintree.com 

 
WELCOME to this Service of Worship at First Congregational 
Church.  Whether you are attending in-person or viewing the live-
stream of this morning’s service, we’re glad you chose to be with us.  

 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 

Subscribe to the First Church YouTube channel:   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTaGrBGnYzfM66pS7Bd4PvA 

 

 

Non-perishable Food Pantry donations are collected for The Marge  
Crispin Center on the first Wednesday of the Month in front of the church.   
Contact free!  Just drive by and drop. Or place your donations in the basket  
in LPH or the Narthex.  Thank you! 
 
 

Televised Worship Services are broadcast on BCAM: Ver izon Channel 28, Comcast 
Channel 9, on Saturday at 8:00 AM and Sunday at 10:00 AM.  
 

First Church Office Hours are Monday through Fr iday, 9:00am—1:00pm. 
 

 

 
Rev. Michael Frady, Senior Pastor  pastormichael@firstchurchbraintree.com 

Rev. Suzy Aja Burba, Associate Minister  suzy@firstchurchbraintree.com  
Keith Ciccone, Director of Music  keciccon@aol.com 

Mattie Gietman, Dir. Children’s Ministry  mattie@firstchurchbraintree.com  
Deb McMartin, Administrator  office@firstchurchbraintree.com 

Valerie Fink, Bookkeeper  finance@firstchurchbraintree.com 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTaGrBGnYzfM66pS7Bd4PvA
mailto:mattie@firstchurchbraintree.com
mailto:mattie@firstchurchbraintree.com

