Genesis 21

One day Sarah saw the son that Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham, poking fun
at her son Isaac. She told Abraham, “Get rid of this slave woman and her son. No child
of this slave is going to share inheritance with my son Isaac!”

The matter gave great pain to Abraham—after all, Ishmael was his son. But God spoke
to Abraham, “Don’t feel badly about the boy and your maid. Do whatever Sarah tells
you. Your descendants will come through Isaac. Regarding your maid'’s son, be
assured that I'll also develop a great nation from him—he’s your son, too.”

Abraham got up early the next morning, got some food together and a canteen of
water for Hagar, put them on her back and sent her away with the child. She wandered
off into the desert of Beersheba. When the water was gone, she left the child under a
shrub and went off, fifty yards or so. She said, “I can’t watch my son die.” As she sat,
she broke into sobs.

God heard the boy crying. The angel of God called from heaven to Hagar, “What'’s
wrong, Hagar? Don’t be afraid. God has heard the boy. Up now; go get the boy. Hold
him fast. I'm going to make of him a great nation.” God opened her eyes and she saw
a well of water. She went to it and filled her canteen and gave the boy a long, cool
drink.

God was on the boy’s side as he grew up. He lived out in the desert and became a
skilled archer. And his mother got him a wife from Egypt.

At about that same time, Abimelech spoke to Abraham: “No matter what you do, God
is on your side. So swear to me that you won’t do anything underhanded to me or any
of my family. For as long as you live here, swear that you'll treat me and my land as
well as I've treated you.” Abraham said, “I swear it.”

At the same time, Abraham confronted Abimelech over the matter of a well of water
that Abimelech’s servants had taken. Abimelech said, “I| have no idea who did this; you
never told me about it; this is the first I've heard of it.”

So the two of them made a covenant. Abraham took sheep and cattle and gave them
to Abimelech. Abraham set aside seven sheep and Abimelech said, “What does this
mean? These seven sheep you’ve set aside.” Abraham said, “It means that when you
accept these seven sheep, you take it as proof that | dug this well, that it's my well.”
Abimelech accepted and left. Abraham worshiped God there and lived in Philistine
country for a long time.



Romans 6:12-23

You must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct your lives. Don’t give it the time of
day. Don’t even run little errands that are connected with that old way of life. Throw
yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time—remember, you’ve been raised from the
dead!—into God’s way of doing things. Sin can’t tell you how to live. After all, you're
not living under that old tyranny any longer. You're living in the freedom of God.

So, since we’re out from under the old tyranny, does that mean we can live any old
way we want? Since we're free in the freedom of God, can we do anything that comes
to mind? Hardly. You know well enough from your own experience that there are some
acts of so-called freedom that destroy freedom. Offer yourselves to sin, for instance,
and it's your last free act. But offer yourselves to the ways of God and the freedom
never quits.

As long as you did what you felt like doing, ignoring God, you didn’t have to bother with
right thinking or right living, or right anything for that matter. But do you call that a free
life? What did you get out of it? Nothing you're proud of now. Where did it get you? A
dead end.

But now that you've found you don’t have to listen to sin tell you what to do, and have
discovered the delight of listening to God telling you, what a surprise! A whole, healed,
put-together life right now, with more and more of life on the way! Work hard for sin
your whole life and your pension is death. But God’s gift is real life, eternal life,
delivered by Jesus, our Master.



