Genesis 12-13 Selections

Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to reside there as an
alien, for the famine was severe in the land. When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to
his wife Sarai, “I know well that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, and when the
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife’; then they will kill me, but they will let
you live. Say you are my sister, so that it may go well with me because of you and that my
life may be spared on your account.” When Abram entered Egypt the Egyptians saw that
the woman was very beautiful. When the officials of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to
Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. And for her sake he dealt well
with Abram, and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female slaves, female
donkeys, and camels. But the Lord afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues
because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have
done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my
sister,” so that | took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her, and be gone.”
And Pharaoh gave his men orders concerning him, and they set him on the way with his
wife and all that he had. So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he
had and Lot with him, into the Negeb. Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and
in gold. He journeyed on by stages from the Negeb as far as Bethel, to the place where his
tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the place where he had made
an altar at the first, and there Abram called on the name of the Lord. Now Lot, who went
with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, and the land could not support both of
them living together because their possessions were so great that they could not live
together. Thus strife arose between the herders of Abram’s livestock and the herders of
Lot’s livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites lived in the land. Then
Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me and between your herders
and my herders, for we are kindred. Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself
from me. If you take the left hand, then | will go to the right, or if you take the right hand,
then | will go to the left.” So Lot chose for himself all the plain of the Jordan, and Lot
journeyed eastward, and they separated from each other. Abram settled in the land of
Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the plain and moved his tent as far as
Sodom.



Proverbs 14:1-14

The wise woman builds her house,
but the foolish tears it down with her own hands.
Those who walk uprightly fear the Lord,
but one who is devious in conduct despises him.
The talk of fools is a rod for their backs,
but the lips of the wise preserve them.
Where there are no oxen, there is no grain;
abundant crops come by the strength of the ox.
A faithful witness does not lie,
but a false witness breathes out lies.
A scoffer seeks wisdom in vain,
but knowledge is easy for one who understands.
Leave the presence of a fool,
for there you do not find words of knowledge.
It is the wisdom of the clever to understand where they go,
but the folly of fools misleads.
Fools mock at the guilt offering,
but the upright enjoy God’s favor.
The heart knows its own bitterness,
and no stranger shares its joy.
The house of the wicked is destroyed,
but the tent of the upright flourishes.
There is a way that seems right to a person,
but its end is the way to death.
Even in laughter the heart is sad,
and the end of joy is grief.
The perverse get what their ways deserve,
and the good, what their deeds deserve.



